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. A decorative pop-up attachment is formed separately, or alternatively 
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DECORATIVE ATTACHMENTS FOR SLEEVES AND METHODS FOR ITS APPLICATION 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Viet\A nf the Invention 

This invention relates to decorative pop-up attachments comiected to or fonned 
separately or integrally with floral holding material, floral wrappers, floral sleeves, pot 
wrappings, prefomied flower pot covers, pot sleeves, pots and/or containers, or the like, and 
the methods of making and using same. 

Dftsr-riptiop nf Related Art 

Sheets of material have been utilized to form decorative wrappings about flower pots 
and floral groupings, and have been utilized to form preformed decorative flower pot covers. 
One floral wrapping is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5.111.638, entitled "Metiiod For Wrapping 
An Object With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive Adhesive Thereon", which illustrates 
wrapping pots with sheets of material. A floral wrapping using a sheet of material is shown, 
in U.S. Patent No. 5,181,364, entitled "Wrapping A Floral Grouping With Sheets Having 
Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto". A floral wrapping using a flattened or miflattened 
sleeve is shown in U,S. Patent No. 5.428,939. entitied "Method For Crimping A Wrapper 
About A Floral Grouping", and in U.S. Patent No. 5.497.881. entitied "Floral Grouping 
Wrapper AndMethods". A wrapper for a plant package t^ing a flattened or miflattened sleeve 
is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851, entitied 'Tlant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 
And Methods". Prefomied decorative flower pot covers are disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
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4,773,182, entitled "Article Formine ^vttem" wh,vi, A t 

orniing bystera . which discloses a decorative article, and an 

article forming system. 

Labels have »„„edn,« b=« appM u> po,^ ^ u, Bor^ ^ 

prefo^ed d=co«i« flower p„, covers. These labels toclude price labeU. upc bar code 
label, and labels describtag «,e plan, contained wito a »n,ai„er or i« 
(known in the art as "care tags"). 

FlonU holding material, such as floral foan. has been used aloae, or in combinaSon 
with a pot or container, to bold flowers, Uving phmts, and the like. 

n.e prior ar, discloses sheets of material, sleeves, p„, wrappings, pots/coMain«s. 
prefonned po, cover, pot sleeves, floral holding material, and dte like. He sheets, sleeves, 
pots/eonuuners, pot wrappi.^ pot sleeves, preformed po, covers, and the like decotadvely 
cover flowe„ and containers, and fte prior art disclose, labels for these itetns. 

n.e prior an does no, disclose a decorative pop-up atUchmeM which may be fbnned 
separably and conne«ed or, altentadvely, integraSy formed with, a floral tapper, a floral 
sl«ve, a pot/contatner, a prefonned pot cover, ..pot sleeve, a po. wrapping, or flotal ^.Iding . 
material such as floral foam,, and the like. 

Therefore, there is a need fel, wtthin the ari for a decorative pop-up attachment which 
uUlizes no, print or symbols (s«=h as, hut not by way of Hmiudon. a UPC bar code), but which 
has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (a drawing of Pete 
Rabbit), used .s a decoration ot; at leas, one «1 of a decorutiv. pop-up ««hment: In 
addidon. such a decotaflve pop-up a«.chmen. may have a decorative end which follows tite 
outeoutiine of the design indicia titereon. Such a decoiative end is complemenuty to tite 
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shape of .h. design indioia, and, torn. par. of ,he d«.rato of .he decorative pop-«p 
attachment. 

The decorative pop-up attachment is an attachment which is comiected to the above- 
referenced items, or. alternatively, is fonned integrally th^ewitii._ and which i^. de^^^ 
'extend a (Ustance from the ite^^^ have a decoration 

which is whimsical, or related to a particular theme, such as. but not by way of limitation, a 
birthday. hoUday, anniversary, and the like. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Decorative pop-up attachments which are formed separately or integrally with pots, pot 
wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot cover, which are 
disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, floral sleeve 
wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holdmg material are shown ^d/or described in 
detail herein. Methods for using decorative attachments which are formed separately or 
integrally with pots, pot wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot 
covers, which are disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, 
floral sleeve wrapper, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or 
described in detail herein. The present disclosure includes both apparatus and methods of use, 
and all such disclosures are hereby incorporated m this section of the present application. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a decorative pop-up attachment which 
utilizes not print or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but 
which, rather, has a design, such as. but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (for 
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«»„p,e, a d^awing of P«„ Rabbi.,. ^ a. ad«o.«„„ „„ „ ^ ^ ^^^^ 
pop-up auacta,™. 1. ^^.«„„, , , , ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ 

pop-up ^ucbn,™ bavtog a <,«o.tfv. *cb follows ou«r ouab„ of a^d^ 

Mcia U,„co„. ia a «^er obj«ivc of a,e „ ^^^.^ , ^^^^ ^ 

U« ia co.pl™«Ury ,0 a. loas, a po«io„ of d„ abap. of 6^ ^ 

fonn. par, of fl„ *oor«ion of ^ ,«o™i« p„p.^ „ 

*e p:^™. iov«io. ,0 p^vidc a deco^dv. popn^p anacb.^., ,*iob is oonneCod ,0 4o 

above-^femacd or. a,«„^v=,y. is f.„^ i^^, ^ . 

.0 cx,«.d a diau^ ftom i.™. „ ^ ^ 

d^oradv. p„p.„p ^ . ^ ^ 

panicular sucb as. bu. no, by „y of U,„i««.„, , ^ ^ 



like. 



BRIEF DESCRIPIION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
formed from a sheet of material constructed 



Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper surface of a decorative pop-up attachment 



in accordance with the present invention, showing 

the design indicia on a decorative pnH ot,^ r.u 

aecorative end, and showmg one comer Ufted for illustration purposes 

only. 

FiB^ 2 is a perspecdv. view of *e low. of adecoradv. pop.„p a«,cbmo„, 

20 of Figure 1. . 

Figu„ 3 is a p^pocdv. viow of a pad of sb«u of matedal. eacb of wbicb fo™s a 
dcco^dv. pop.„p a^acbmen, sbowing a po«ion of fl,e ,op ^ of Ma.oriaI UIl^ fh.m 
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pad, exposing the next sheet of material. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a pot, and a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a 

distance therefrom. 

Figure 5 U a perspective view of the pot of FiE>« 4, bat Aovmg the decondve pop-»p 
a.«hmen. disposal adjacent the outer periphenJ surf»=e of the pot and poadon«i upon ««. 

connected to the pot. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a floral wrapping sheet of material, having one edge 

lifted for illustration purposes only. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the sheet of material of Figure 6. having a floral 

^ouping disposed thereon. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a sheet of material formed into a wrapping for the 
' floral grouping, showing one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material overiapping at 
least one other portion of tixe floral wrapping sheet of material to form the wrapping, and a 
decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance from the wrapping. 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the wrapping for ti.e floral grouping of Figure 8, but 
. showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral surface of 
the wrapping, and posiuoned upon and connected to the wrapping. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an opened sleeve used to form a wrappmg for a floral 

grouping. 

Figure n is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 10 which has formed . wtapping 
for a floral grouping disposed into «rf cont^ned within the sleeve, the stem portion of the 
floral grouping extendmg beyond the lower end of the wrapping. >M a decor«ive popn. 
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attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 12 is . pe,sp««v. vi^ of tt= w^pptag om^, „, 
pop-up atuctoen. di^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _^ ^ 

inner peripheral surface of the wr^ping. 

Figure 13 is . ,r»™.e view otT,^ n ato a, ,3-,3. sho^g to p,a<«,„, of 
ft. dccorauve pop-up ^ ^ ^ 

Figur. ,4 is a pasp«ive vi„ of . second shee, of malerial, one «lge being lifted for 

illustration purposes only. 

Figure 15 is . perspective view of . po, disposed upon ti,e upper surf^x of ,he second 
sheet of material shown in Figure 14. 

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the pot and the second sheet of material of Figures 
14-15. but showing the pot being partially wrapped by the second sheet of material. 

Figure 17 is a perfective view of the pot and second sheet of material of Figures 14- 
16. but showing the second sheet of material fomung a pot wrapping about the po, and 
showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance away. 

Figure 18 is a perspective view of the pot wrapped by the pot wrappmg of Rgure 17, 
but showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer penpheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and comiected thereto. 

Figure 19 is a perspective view of the pot wrapped by the pot wrapping of Figure 17. 
butsho^ving the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 20 is a transverse view of Figure 19 t»Vt>n at on on u • , 

rigure ly taken at 20-20. showmg the placement of 
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toe decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral surface of the pot mapping. 

Figure 21 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 22 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover, having a pot disposed 
into the retaining space, and showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance 
therefrom. 

Figure 23 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the outer peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 24 is a perspective view of tiie preformed flower pot .cover having a pot disposed 
..therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the inner peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 

connected tiiereto. 

Figure 25 is a transverse view of Figure 24 taken at 25-25, 
showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner p^pheral 
surface of the preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 26 is a perspective view of a floral grouping having a flower portion and a stem 
portion, and having a decorative pop-up attachment disposed m the center of tiie flower portion 

of the floral grouping. 

Figure 27 is a top plan view of tiie floral grouping and decorative pop-up attachment 

shown in Figure 26. 

Figures 28 is a perspective view of a floral sleeve wrapper formed from a flattened 
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Sleev. of .he pres«„ ir„^, ^ ^^^^ 
therewith. 

29 is a perspective view of sleeve of Figure 28. bu. showing Ae sleeve i« 
an opened posidon, such an opened posidon creating a retaining i^ace. 

Kgure 30 is a perspecdve view of the sleeve of Figure 29 but showing a fiord gaping 
being ins««i into the opened sleeve, the floral grouping being retained in a,e ,«aidng space 
of dte sle«,e, ^ decorative pop.^, attachment posid™,ed ,„ extend a distance therefiom. 

Figure 31 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 30, but showing a portion of the 
sleeve ciimped about a portion of the flonU grouping. 

Figure 32 is a perfective view of a pot sleeve fo^ed 4on, a sleeve. ti„ sle«^ having 
an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which fonns a dec^ative 
cover, ti» decorative cover which is positioned .l«u. a po, having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed i«egr.ll, with tire decr«ive cover. 

Figure 33 U a perspective view of the po, sleeve of Figure 32. bu. showing a portion 
of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 34 is a perspective view of pot sleeve of Figures 32-33, but showing a 
greater portl™, of the upper sleeve pon,o„ of the p„. sleeve detached, the decorative pop^p 
attachment bemg formed in part by the removal of the upper sleeve portion. 

Figure 35 is a perspective view of the po. sleeve of Figures 32-34, but showing the 
upper Sleeve portion removed, and Ae decorative pop.„ «taehmen. form«I fategraUy with the 
^v. cover and extending a distance titereftom. a» decor«iv. cover having a non-hnear 
decorative edge. 
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Figure 36 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the pot sleeve of Figures 32- 
35, the pot sleeve having an upper sleeve portion and a lov/er portion forming the decorative 
cover, the decorative cover having a skirt formed therewith, the decorative pop-up attachment 
being formed integrally with the decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom. 

Figure 37 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 36, but showing a portion 
of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 38 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-37. but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, tiie decorative pop-up 
attachment being formed in part by tiie removal of the upper sleeve portion. 

Figure 39 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-38. but showing the 
^upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment fom^ed integrally with the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative coyer having a skirt formed 
therewith. 

Figure 40 is a perfective view of a pot sleeve formed from a sleeve, ti.e sleeve having 
an-upper sleeve portion which xs removable, and a lower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a floral grouping disposed 
therem, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed separately, and disposed adjacent the 
inner peripheral surface of at least a portion of tixe pot sleeve and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 41 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 40, but showmg a portion 
of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 42 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 40^1, but showing a 
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greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 43 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 4(M2, but showing the 
upper sleeve portion removed, and the decotative pop-up attachment - connected to the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a non-linear 
decorative edge. 

Figure 44 is a transverse view of Figure 43 taken at 44^, 

showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner surface of the 
decorative cover. 

Figur. 45 i. . p«^tiv. view „f . p„, ^„ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

» upper sic. pcrton which U remov^le, ^ , ^ ^ 
cover, ,he deceptive cover which is posi^ about apo. having a floral grouping di^o^d 
ftcreiu, a. decoraave pop-up a«achn,« being f„n„ed separably and disposed adjacent to th. 
outer surface of at lea« a portion of .he po. sleeve and positioned upon ^ connected fl««o. 

Hgur. 46 is a perspecdve vi«, of the po, sl.«. „f 45, but udcen 4om d,e rear 
of d,e po, sleeve, showing *c dccoradve p„p.„p a,«chn,en. being disposoi, positioned and 
connected to a, leas, a portion of the outer surface of the po, sleeve. 

Figure 47 is , pen^ecive view of U,e pot sleeve of P.gare 45^6, bu, showing a portion 
of Uie upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 48 is a perspective view of dte po, sleeve of Fig„r« 45^7. bu> showing a 
greate portion of die upper sleeve portionof fl,e po, sleeve detached 

Figure 49 is a perspective view of the p« sleeve of Figu.« 45-18, but showing the 
upper sleeve portion ,e.„,ved, and U,e decorative p<^up a«a=hn,en, conn«=ted to the 
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decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
therewith. 

Figure 50 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 51 is a perspective view of the pot having floral foam disposed therein of Figure 
50, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 52 is a transverse view of Figure 51 taken at 52-52, showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 53 is a transverse view similar to that taken at 52-52, but showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment having a bonding material disposed thereon, the decorative pop-up 
attachment comiected via the bonding material to the pot, and the pot having floral foam and 

a floral grouping disposed lharein. 

Figure 54 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
atuchment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showmg the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom, the decorative pop-up attachmem having design 
indicia thereon which is representative of a bow. 

Figure 55 is a perspective view of the pot and decorative pop-up attachment of Figure 
54, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 56 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
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attachment, similar to tiiat shown in FiBure«! S4 k,,« -u • 

m Mgures 54-55, but showmg a bow connected to the 

decorative end of the decorative non im a«o-i. * *t. j 

corative pop-up attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment having 

a shape which is complimentary to the outer portions of the bow. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The EmhnHmente nf | ^ 

Refentag » Fig^ ,-2. ^ ^^^^ ^ ^ 

deco^dv. pop-up anactacn, ^ „^ ^ ^ ^ 

The deceive pop-up ,„ „^ ^ ,^ ^^^^^ _^ ^ 

o,„^ ,2 ™ upper surface ,4. a lower surfa. ,o„, ^ 
Med ror mustraUon p^ „,Uy,. and an outer peHp^e^ n. In d,e e„bodtae„, .kown in 
Figure outer periphery ,8 of d.e she« of ,2 , ^ ^ ^ 

Side 22. a Otird side 24. and a ,our«t side 26, I. „i„ be app-eeiated U., «,e sheet of n^teria, 
12 may comprise a variety Of Shapes, and Sides. 

At least one portion of the sheet of material will ft>r,« , a 

01 raaienai will form a decorative end 30. It will be 

appreciated. h„„ev«. that the sheet of material ,2 tnay have ntote than one decorative end 30 
that i. a piuraiity of decorative ends 30. One such decorative p„p.„p attaciunen, w„h at least 
one decomtve end is shown to U.S. Patent No 5.544.469, enUtled -Wrapping Material Having 
An Extension For Design tadteia For Wrapping Flower Pots And Floral Arrangentents And 

Methods", issued to Weder ai ^ a 

Weder et al.. on August 13. 1996, which is hereby specifically 

incorporated by refwence herein. It will be uiid«^«~i u > .. 

will oe understood, however, for illustrative purposes only, 

that only one decorative end 30 is shown herein Th. a 

snown iierem. The decorative end 30 comprises design 
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indicia 32 on at least one surface thereof. The design indicia 32 may be on the upper surface 
14, the lower surface 16, or both the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 (Figures 1-2). 
"Design indicia" as used herein includes, but not by way oflimitation, fancifiil designs such 
as rabbits, hearts, balloons, pumpkins, clover, and the like. Additional examples of design 
indicia include flowers (such as roses, daisies, Ulacs), plants (such as fruits, vegetables, clover, 
grasses, trees), animals (rabbits, dogs, cats, birds, aUigators. fish and the like), insects, fictional 
characters (such as cartoon characters), and/or real characteirs (such as a photograph of an 
individual), and the like. Design indicia 32 may vary between the upper surface 14 and the 
lower surface 16 of the sheet of material 12 (Figures 1-2). That is. either the upper surface 14. 
or. alternatively, the lower surface 16. or. in another alternative, both surfaces, may have design 
indicia 32 thereon. In addition, the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 may each have 
different design indicia 32 disposed on each surface. 

The design indicia 32 may be disposed upon the sheet of material 12 by use of a dye, 
ink, and/or pigment. Such dyes, inks, and/or pigments are known in the art and are 
commercially available, and may be disposed upon or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 
by any method described herein or . known in the art. That is, the design indicia 32 may be 
painted upon the sheet of material 12, sprayed upon the sheet of material 12, printed upon the 
sheet of material 12, or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 during the extrusion process. 
The extrusion of polymer films is well-known in the art. 

The sheet of material 12 may closely follow the design indicia 32. and be 
complementary to the shape of at least a portion of the design indicia. In this mamier. the 
sheet of material 12 forms at least a portion of the design indicia 32 by following the outline 
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of fte design indicia 32. AKemadvely, fte she« of „«,erial 12 may no, follow „^i„e of 
ft. d«i^ indicia 32. and n,ay fonn iu o»n g»„c«c, non-g«.n,«ric and/or asym„,«ic 

shape. 

A bonding nmerial 33 may, optionally, be disposed on U,e sheet of material 12, on 
either the „pper surface 14 (Figure „, .he lo»e, strfac. ,6, or bofl. surfaces. AI,en«d«ly, 
however. sheet of material 12 may be fee of a bonding material 33. As illus«ted in 
Figure 1. the bonding material 33, if present, is „jen disposed on the upper surfece 14 of the 
sheet of material IZ Ihe bonding mat«ial 33 may aUo be disposed in a srtp of bonding 
material 33. although the bo«U.g material 33 also could be applied to a surface of d>e sheet 
of material .2 be m the form of spaced apar, spots or the bonding material 33 may be di^osed 
on one or n,o„ surfices of the sheet of material 12 in any geometric shape, non-geometric 
and/or asymmetric shape, o, any combmation dtcreoS includmg any patten, „r pluraUty of 
P^tems. Furfher. the bonding material 33 may fonn a. least a par^ or, alternatively, all of the 
patten, on each strip of material, h, this instance, the bondmg material 33 may comprise one 
or more color.; the bondmg material 33 may comprise one or more patterns as.well, as 
described above, and could fonn a pan of the design indicia 32.. One such bonding materia, 
is described in U.S. Paten. No. 5,347.789. entitled. -Decorative Materia, Having A Colored 
SUcky Elem«,t Disposed Thereon Fonnihg AtUast APonion Of A Decoration And Method", 
issued ,0 Donald E. W«ier. on September 20. 1994 and which is hereby incotporated herein 
by reference. 

Turning to the characteristics of the sheet of material 12, 

the sheet of material 12 has a thickness in o a. i. „ , . 

d uucicness m a range from about 0.5 mils to about 50 mils. 



14 



Often, the sheet of material 12 has a thickness in arange from about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 
In some embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from about 3.0 mils to 
about 25 mils. In other embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from 
about 4 mils to about 15 mils. And in yet still another embodiment, the sheet of material has 
a thickness in a range from about 4 mils to about 10 mils. The sheet of material 12 is 
constructed of a material which is at least somewhat flexible. 

The sheet of material 12 may comprise any shape or combination of shapes, and a 
portion of a rectanguhir shape is shown in Figure 1 only by way of example. The sheet of 
material 12 for example may be square, rectangular, circular or any other geometric, non- 
geometric, asymmetric or fancifiil shape, such as heart shaped, for example only, or any 
combination of geometric and non-geometric shapes, as shown in Figures 1-2. The sheet of 
material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality of layer, of the same 
or different types of materials. The layers of material comprising the sheet of material 12 may 
be laminated together or connected together by any method known in the art. 

In one embodiment, the sheet of material 12 is a relatively thin, flexible material 
constructed from a plastic film: Alternatively, a paper may be utilized, alone, or in 
combmat.on vvuh other sheets of material described herein. One such plastic film (Hercules 
B523 oriented polypropylene packaging film (clear)), is available from Hercules Incorporated, 
Hercules Plaza, Wilmington, DE 19894. Such sheets of material may be laminated together 
or may be comiected together by any method kno^vn in the art, or may. remain partiaUy or 

completely uncomiected. 

The sheet of material 12 shown in Figures 1-2 is constructed from any suitable material 
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that is capable of having the characteristics and function described herein. The sheet of 
material 12 may comprise paper (the term "paper" , as . used herein means treated or untreated 
paper, corrugated paper or cardboard or any other form of paper material). Tl.e sheet of 
material may comprise ceUophane. foil, plastic fib, metallized fihn, fabric (woven or 
nonwoven or synthetic or natural), fiber, burlap, or any combination thereof. 

The term "pla^c fihn" as used herein means a thermoplastic resinous material, such as. 
but not by way of limitation, a man-made polymer such as. but not by way of limitation, a 

polypropylene. Tl.e tenn "plastic fihn" as used her«n also means a naturally occurring 

polymer such as cellophane. A plastic fihn. as contemplated and described in detail herein. 

is relatively strong and not as subject to tearing (substantially non-tearable). as might be the 

case with paper or foil. 

me sheet of material 12 has a length 34 extending between the first and second sides 
20 and 22 of the sheet of material 12. Ti^ sheet of material 12 also has a width 35 extending 
between the third and fourth sides 24 and 26 of the sheet of material 12. 

The sheet of material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurahty 
of layers of the same or differem t>T,es of materials. One or more sheets of material may be 
laminated or bonded together, completely or panially. by any method known m the art. When 
multiple sheets of material 12 are used, the sheets of material 12 need not be unifomi in size 
or shape. Tt.t is, one sheet may extend beyond at least a portion of the outer periphery of 
another sheet of material. 

As noted earUer. a bonding material 33 may be disposed on the sheet of material 12. 
in any pattern or shape. One method for disposing a bonding material, in this case an 
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adhesive, on a sheet of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 5,111,637 entitled "Method For 
Wrapping A Floral Grouping" issued to Weder et al.. on May 12, 1992 and which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Another method for disposing a bonding material in order 
to laminate two sheets of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 4.297,811 entitled 
••Laminated Printed Foil Flower Pot Wrap With Multicolor Appearance, issued to Weder on 
November 3. 1981, which is also hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein meaas an adhesive, possibly a pressure 
sensitive adhesive, or a cohesive. Where the bonding material is a cohesive, a similar cohesive 
material must be placed on the adjacent surface for bondingly contacting and bondingly 
engaging with the cohesive material. The term "bonding material" also includes materials 
which are heat scalable and. in this instance, the adjacent portions of the material must be 
brought into contact and then heat must be appUed to effect the seal. The tem. "bonding 
material" when used herein also means a lacquer, which may be applied to the sheet of material 
and, in this instance, heat, sound waves, or vibrations, also must be appUed to effect the seaUng 
of the lacquer. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any type of material or thing 
which can be used to effect the bonding or comiecting of the two adjacem portions of the 
material or sheet of material to effect the comiection or bonding described herein. The temi 
••bonding material" also includes ties, labels, bands, ribbons, strings, tape, staples or 
combinations thereof. Some of the bonding materials would secure the ends of the sheet of 
material while ot^er bonding material may bind the circumference of a wrapper or wrapping. 
Another way to secure the wrapping is to heat seal the ends of the material to another portion 
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of U,e n..™,. One way ,o do . .0 co„«c 0..^^^^ ^ 
heat seal the material. 

™. .™ "bonding o^ertal- when u«d he^n a,„ ™eans any hea, o, ehen^ciy 
™e n,a^a,, and elecHca, or ofter .,ec«ca, „eans, n,ag„e* „«n. „ectaica, 
or barb-yp. fas,edng nreans or clan,, c«r,-^, charac«ri«ic. 0, fl.. «bn or n^ 
•noo,^ - *' ^ of .a^ria, wbicb ean cause ,„ «ke on cer«in .bape. 

and any .ype of „e,di„g n.«bod whicb n.y weM portions of d,e shee. » «f or » a p„. or 
container, or .0 both the sheet itself and a pot or container. 

The sheet of ntaterial .2 ntay consist of designs or decorative patterns which are 
printed. e,che4 and/or embossed thereon ^ ^ „ other ptindng nuterial. An e^le 
of an in. which n«y be appH«. .0 ci«.er snrftc. of the sheet of n«terial 12 is described in 
U.S. Patent No. 5,47.706 entitled "Water Based b^ On ^Or Syntbedc Org^c 

Polymer" issued to Kingman on Sen H toqo u- ^ • , 

ginan on j>ep. 15, 1992 and which is hereby mcorporated herein by 

reference. In addition, the sheet of material n u 

matenal 12 may have vanous colorings, coatings, 

embossings, flockings and/or metallic fmishe<! nr a 

lamc imishes, or other decorative surface ornamentation 

applied separately or simultaneously The sheef nf • i 

siy. ilie sheet of matenal 12 may be characterized totally 

or partially, but not by way of limitatif>n h,, i 

y limitation, by pearlescent, translucent, transparent, iridescent 

neon, holographic, or the lilce, qualities. Each of the above-named characteristics may occur 
alone or in combination with other characteristics described herein, and may be appUed to the 
upper and/or lower surface of the sheet of material 12. Moreover, each surface of the sheet 
of material 12 may vary in the combination of such characteristics. lUe sheet of material 12 
may also be partially or completely opaque, translucent. Clear and/or tint^ 
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The sheet of material 12 may also optionally comprise one or more shape sustaining 
elements (not shown). "Shape sustaining elements" means wire or rods, or other elements 
niade from metal, plastic (synthetic resinous plastic), cardboard or other thickened paper 
product, fiber, wood, or a combination thereof, which imparts sufficient shape to permit the 
sheet of material 12 to extend a distance from a fioral wrapping, a pot or container and/or a 
preformed flower pot cover, as described in greater detail below. Such a shape sustaining 
element (not shown) may be attached to the sheet of material 12 via a bonding material, the 
element laminated between sheets of material 12, or by any method described herein or known 
in the art. 

It will be understood that the shape sustaining element may be used to bend and shape 
. the decorative pop-up attachment 10. The shape sustaining element may be utiUzed to form 
. the decorative pop-up attachment 10 into a shape which is complementary to the design indicia 
32 contained thereon. The shape sustaining element may also be utilized to extend the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 a distance from the item to which it is attached. 

When the decorative pop-up attachments 10 are used, one or more of the decorative 
pop-up attachments 10 are connectable to a pot or container, a wrapping for flowers (a sheet 
of matenal or a sleeve), a wrapping for a pot or container, or a preformed flower pot cover. 
Each decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover, so that 
the design indicia 32 on the decorative end 30 may be displayed. In many instances, each 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 wiU extend a substantial distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/contamer), or the preformed flower pot cover. Each 
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of these applications is discussed in detail below. 

The decorative pop-up insert 10 may also comprise an area for a hand-written or. 
alternatively, a printed message. Such an area may permit a personalized, written message (not 
shown). Alternatively, however, such an area may have a preprinted message (not shown). 
In yet another alternative, the decorative pop-up insert 10 may have a com^ecting portion (not 
sho^) on the sheet of material 12 where a card or small sheet of material having a message. 
Whether hand-written or pre-printed, could be comiected to the decorative pop-up attachment 
10. Such a connecting portion may be formed by bonding material, by a slot (not shown) in 
the decorative pop-up attachment, or by any means and/or metood known in the art. One such 
similar decorative pop-up attachment with an area for permitting a written or preprinted 
message, or the attachment of a message, is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5.544,469. entitled 
-Wrapping Material Having An Extension For Design Indicia For Wrapping Flower Pots And 
Floral Arrangements And Methods", i^ued to Weder et al.. on August 13. 1996. which has 
been previously racorporated by reference herein. 

Embodiment of Fip nirP! 
Shown in Figure 3 is.a modified decorative pop-up attachment 10a fonned from a sheet 
of material i2a which is identical to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and sheet of material 
12 shown m Figures 1-2 and described in detail previously, except that the sheet of material 
12a is formed into a group of sheets of material 12a which are stacked and aUgned, generally, 
but not by way of limitation, one on top of the other to form a pad 36 of sheets of material 
12a. 

The pad 36 comprises a top sheet 37 having a next sheet 38 disposed directly 
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thereunder, with additional sheets of material 12a disposed under the next sheet 38, all sheets 
collectively forming the pad 36 of sheets of material 12a (one edge of the top sheet 37 lifted 
for illustration purposes only). The sheets of material 12a are generally aligned, and may, 
optionally, but not by way of Umitation. be connected together via a bonding material (not 
shown), such as, but not by way of limitation, a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10a may also be provided 
via a roll of sheets of material 12a (not shown). Such a roU may provide one, or a pluraUty. 
of decorative pop-up attachments 10a (not shown). Such a plurality of decorative pop-up 
attachments 10a would likely be separated by perforations, permitting each one to be easily 
separated from the roll (not shown). Alternatively, apluraUty of decorative pop-up attachments 
10a contained within a roll of decorative pop-up attachments 10a would be easily separated 
fiom a roll via a dispenser having a cutting edge (not shown). 

The Embodiments and M ethods of Figures 4-5 
Shown in Figure 5 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10b constructed from a sheet of 
material 12b, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is disposed on and connected 
to a pot 40. 

The flower pot 40, illustrated in Figure 4, comprises an upper end 42, a lower end 44 
and an outer peripheral surface 46. The upper end 42 has an opening 48 that is formed in the 
flower pot 40, with a portion of the flower pot opening 48 intersecting tiie upper end 42 of the 
flower pot 40 forming an inner peripheral surface 50 and a retaining space 52. A rim 54. 
namely a thickened "collar," surrounds the opening 48. and extends circularly around the upper 
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end 42 of the flower pot 40. The flower pot opening 48 is sized and shaped for receiving a 
floral grouping, the floral grouping being retained in the retaining space 52 of the flower pot 
40 (not shown). 

The tenn "flower pot" means any type of container used to hold a floral grouping. 
Examples of flower pots 40 used in accordance with the present invention include clay flower 
pots, plastic flower pots, fiber flower pots, metal pots, paper mache pots, glass flower pots, 
baskets, and any combination thereof. 

In a method of use. as shown in Figure 5. the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is 
disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40. m decoradve pop-up 
attachment 10b is positioned upon the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40. and comiected 
to the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40 via a bonding material 33b. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10b is connected to the pot 40 as d^ribed previously, the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10b extends a distance from the pot 40. 

It will be understood that, alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment 10b could be 
disposed adjacent the im,er peripheral surface 50 of the pot 40. and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). It will be appreciated that when the decorative pop-up 
attachment 10b is disposed adjacent the imier peripheral surface 50 of the pot 40, the 
decorative pop-up attachment may be held in place via bonding material which comiects to the 
pot (not Shown), or. alternatively, by a frictional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 50 of the pot 40 and any growing medium and/or floral grouping and/or other material 
contained in the pot 40 (not shown), or. in another alternative, by any other means or method 
known in the art. 
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The Embodini'^TitR and Me ^hnrfg of Figures 6-9 
Shown in Figures 8-9 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10c constructed from a sheet 
of material 12c, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12. except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed on and connected to 
a wrapping containing a floral grouping 55. 

"Floral grouping", as shown best herein in Figure 7 and as used herein and means fresh 
cut flowers, artificial flowers, other fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and 
may include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which add to the aesthetics of the 
overall floral grouping 55. The floral grouping 55 comprises a flower portion 56 which may 
comprise either a bloom or foUage portion and a stem portion 57. However, it will be 
.appreciated that the floral grouping 55 may consist of only a single bloom or only foliage (not 
;.shown). "Floral grouping" as used also includes any Uving plant which is contained within a 
flower pot as described herein. Such a floral grouping 55 

may include, as well as a flower portion 56 and a stem portion 57, a root portion contained in 

15 a growing medium or other material (not shown). 

As mentioned previously, tiie floral grouping 55 may be wrapped or held in a wrapping. 

The wrapping may be formed from a floral wrapping sheet of material 58 wrapped about the 
floral grouping 55, as shown in Figures 6-8. Such a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as 
shown in Figures 6-7, has an upper surface 59. a lower surface 60 and an outer periphery 61. 
20 It will be understood tiiat the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 has tiie same or similar 
characteristics as those previously described herein for the sheet of material 12 which forms 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. 
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In a method of forming a wrapping utilizing a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, a 
floral grouping 55 is disposed on the floral wrapping sheet of material 58. as shown in Figure 
7. At least one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 is overlapped over at least 
one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as shown in Figure 8, thereby 
forming a wrapping 62. It will be appreciated that the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 
may. optionally, have a bonding material disposed thereon (not shown), to secure the floral 
wrapping sheet of material 58 in the wrapped position. One method of forming a wrapping 
about a floral grouping is described in U.S. Patent No. 5.181,364, entiUed "Wrapping A Floral 
Grouping With Sheets Having Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto", issued to Weder on 
January 26, 1993. which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The wrapping 62 has an upper end 64. a lower end 66 and an outer peripheral surface 
68. An opening 70 intersects the upper end 64 forming an inner peripheral surface 72 and a 
retaining space 74. The floral grouping 55 is retained in the retaining space 74 of the wrapping 
62. The opening 70 also intersects the lower end 66. forming a lower opening 76, from which 
the stem portion 57 of the floral grouping 55 extends. Alternatively, it will be appreciated that 
the lower end 66 of the wrapping 62 is closed (not shown). Further, it will be understood that 
the upper end of the wrapping 62 may also be closed (not shown). 

In a method of use. the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed adjacent the outer 
peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62. The decorative pop-up attachment 10c is positioned 
upon the outer peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62. and is then comiected to the outer 
peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c. When comiected to the 
wrapping 62, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c extends a distance from the wrapping 62. 
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It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c could be disposed 
adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62. and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is 
connected to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c, 
or. alternatively, via a ftictional engagement between the floral grouping 55, the decorative 
pop-up attachment 10c and the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, or, in another 
alternative, between overlapping folds of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 which forms 
the wrapping 62. It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c in these 
embodiments (not shown) extends a distance fiom the wrapping 62 (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62 may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57 or any other portion of the floral grouping 55 (not shown). Such crimping or 
gathering permits the wrapping 62 to closely engage the stem portion 57 or other portion of 

the floral grouping 55 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of F igures 10-13 
Shown in Figures 1 1-13 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOd constructed from a sheet 
of matenal 12d, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed on and coraiected 
to a sleeve which forms a wrapping 62d containing a floral grouping 55d. 

Such a sleeve may be formed from a continuous web, may be formed from one sheet 
of material, may be formed from two sheets of material, or may be formed from a pluraUty of 
sheets of material. The sleeve remains in a flattened state when not in use. To use the sleeve 
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described herein, the sleeve must be opened and held open to permit the sleeve to fonn a 
retaining space for a floral grouping. It will be understood that the sheets of material forming 
sleeves have the same or similar characteristics as those described herein for sheets of material. 

In the present instance, but not by way of limitation, the sleeve utilized as a wrapping 
62d herein is preformed from a continuous web. and has an upper end 64d, a lower end 66d 
and an outer peripheral surface 68d. When the sleeve is unflattened, as shown in Figure 10. 
an opening 70d intersects the upper end 64d forming an imier peripherar surface 72d and a 
retaining space 74d. Such sleeves are disclosed in both U.S. Patent No. 5.572,851, entitled 
"Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve And Methods", issued to Weder, November 12. 
1996. and U.S. Patent No. 5.625.979. entitled "Sleeve Having A Detachable Portion Forming 
A Skirt And Methods", issued to Weder. May 6. 1997. which are hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. 

It will be appreciated, as shown in Figures 1 1-13, that a floral grouping 55d is disposed 
in the retaining space 74d. The opening 70d usually also intersects the lower end 66d, fonning 
a lower opening 76d in the wrapping 62d as well. Often when there is a lower opening 76d, 
such as illustrated herein (Figures 11-13), the stem portion 57d of the floral grouping 55d 
extends therethrough. Alternatively, the lower end 66d may be closed (not shown). In a 
fiuther alternative, the upper end 64d of the wrapping 62d may also be closed (not shown). 

In a method of use. as shown in Figures 10-11. the floral grouping 55d is disposed into 
the wrapping 62d. with the stem end 57d disposed into the opening 70d in the upper end 64d 
of the wrapping 62d. The floral grouping 55d is retained in the retaining space 74d, and the 
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flower portion 56d of the floral grouping 55d is disposed adjacent and/or near the upper end 
64d of the wrapping 62d, while the stem portion 57d of the floral grouping 55d extends 
through the lower opening 76d. 

As illustrated in Figures 11-13, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed 
5 adjacent the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d. The decorative pop-up 
attachment lOd is positioned upon the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, and 
is then connected to the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d (Figures 12-13) via 
a bonding material, or, alternatively, via a fiictional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment 1 Od and the floral grouping 
iO 55d (not shown), or in another alternative, by any means and/or method known in the art. 
When connected to the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd extends a distance 

from the wrapping 62d. 

It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd could be disposed 
adjacent to the outer peripheral surface 68d of the wrapping 62d, and positioned thereon and 
15 connected thereto via the bonding material 33d, or by any other means or method shown and/or 
described herein, or known in the art (not shown). In this instance as well, the decorative, pop- 
up attachment lOd extends a distance from the wrapping 62d (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62d may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57d or any other portion of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). Such crimping 
20 or gathering peimits the wrapping 62d to closely engage the stem portion 57d or other portion 
of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). 

The Embodfanents and Me thods of Figures 14-20 
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Shown .n Figure 17-20 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOe constructed from a sheet 
of material 12e. which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is disposed on and connected to 
a sheet of material forming a pot wrapping, which is wrapped about a pot 40e. 

TTie pot wrapping is formed from a second sheet of material 78. Figure 14. which is 
sized to wrap a pot 40e. It will be appreciated that the second sheet of material 78 has aU of 
the characteristics described earlier for the sheet of material 12. 

The second sheet of riiaterial 78 has an upper surface 80, a lower surface 82 and an 
outer periphery 84. n,e second sheet of material 78 may or may not havnig a bonding 
material thereon (not shown). 

In a method of use, a pot 40e is disposed on one surface, in this example, but not by 
way of limitation, the upper surface 80 of the second sheet of material 78. The second sheet 
of material 78 is wrapped by an operator about the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. 
forming the pot wrapping 86. One such pot wrapping is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5.1 1 1.638. 
entitled "Method For Wrapping An Object- With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive 
Adhesive Thereon", issued to Weder. May 12. 1992, which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

The pot wrapping 86. when formed, has an upper end 88, a lower end 90 and an outer 
peripheral surface 92. An opening 94 intersects the upper end 88 of the pot wrapping 86 
forming an imier peripheral surface 96 and a retaining ^ace 98, which holds the pot 40e and 
which is adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. Optionally, the pot wrapping 
86 may also have a skirt 100 which extends from the upper end 88 of the pot wrapping 86. as 
shown in Figures 17-20. 
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The decorative pop-up attachment lOe is shown, in Figures 17-18, to be disposed 
adjacent the outer peripheral surface 92 of the pot wrapping 86 via a bonding material, or via 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe, when disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the 
pot wrapping 86, is positioned on the pot wrapping 86 then connected to the pot wrapping 86 
via a bonding material 33e. or via any other means or method known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86. the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

Alternatively, as shown in Figures 19-20, the decorative pop-up attachment lOe may 
be disposed adjacent the imier peripheral surface 96 of the pot wrapping 86. In this instance. 
..the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is usually disposed adjacent both the imier peripheral 
surface 96 of the pot wrapping and the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe may be connected to the pot wrapping 86 via frictional 
- lengagement, a bonding material 33e. or any other means or method known in the art When 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 21-25 
Shown in Figures 22-25 is a decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of constructed from a sheet 
of material 12f, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is disposed on and coraiected to 
a preformed flower pot cover 102. 

A preformed flower pot cover 102 is illustrated in Figure 21. One such similar 
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prefom-ed flower po, cover is di^losed in US, Pa,e.. No. 4,773,182, enWed "Ardcle Fonning 
Sys^-. w^cr e. I. „„ September 27, 1988, ^ i, hereby ir^raied hereta by 

ref^^ced. n« prefonned flower po, cover ,02 ha. an npper end 104, a lower end 106 and 
an outer peripheral surface 108. An ope^ng 1,0 in.er«c« >he upper end 104 of .he prefonn^ 
flower po. cover 102 fonning an inner peripheral surface 1 12 and a refining space 1 14. n>e 
area b«w.en fte upper end 104 and d« lower end .06 of 4e prefonned flower po. cover 102 
is the base 116. (^SonaUy. the prefomted flower po. cover 102 .ay have a sldri „8 which 
extends from the upper end 104 of the base 116. 

In a m«hod of use, «, operator disposes . po. 40f mto the retaining space 114 of fce 
prefonned flower po. cover 102, as shown h 22. In this manner, the outer peripheral 
surface 46f of the pot40f is adjacent the inner peripheral surface 112 of the prefonned flower 
pot cover 102. It wiU be appr^ated tha. pot 40f, or any pot shown and described he^n. 
may contain a floral grouping 55f. 

In a method of using the decon«ive pop-,, atUKhment lOf, shown ih Figures 22-23, 
fte decoradve pop-up a«acbmen. lOf is disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface 108 of 
the prefonned flower po. cover 102. tie deeotadve ^p-„p a«achmen. lOf. when disposed 
adjacen, d,e o„.er peripheral surface ,08 of the prefom,ed flower po. cover ,02. .s posiuoned 
upon d,e prefonned flower po. cover ,02 a«, connecKd u. d,e preformed flower po, cover 102 
via a bonding material 33f, or via any other n,«ms or method dto™ and/or described herein, 
or known in Ute art. When the decorative pop.p attachment lOf is posifloned on and 
competed ,0 dte prefom,^ flower po. cover 102, the dec„r«ive pop-up attachment lOf extends 
a distance from the prefonned flower pot cover 102. 
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Alternatively, as illustrated in Figures 24-25, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf may 
be disposed adjacent the imier peripheral surface 112 of the preformed flower pot cover pot 
wrapping 86. In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is usually disposed adjacent 
both the inner peripheral surface 92 of the preformed flower pot cover 102 and the outer 
5 peripheral surface 46f of the pot 40f. The decorative pop-up attachment lOf may be comiected 
to the preformed flower pot cover 102 via Actional engagement, a bonding material 33f, or 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOf is positioned on and comiected to the preformed flower pot 
cover 102, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends a distance from the preformed flower 

10 pot cover 102. 

r 

The Embodiniftnts and M ftthnds of Figures 26-27 
Shown in Figures 26-27 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOg constructed from a sheet 
of material 12g, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOg is disposed in the center of a 

15 floral grouping 55g. 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOg is connected to any portion of the floral grouping 
55g, that is, the flower portion 56g and/or the stem portion 57g, via a bonding material (not 
shown), or. alternatively, via a frictional engagement, or via any means or method known in 
the art. It will be appreciated that the floral grouping 55g may be disposed in a pot (not 
20 shown), or in a wrapping formed from either a floral wrappmg sheet of material or a sleeve 
(not shown), or in a pot mapped in a pot wrapping (not shown), or in a pot disposed in a 
preformed flower pot cover (not shown). 
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In a m«hod of u«, U,c d«oraUve p6p.„p insert lOg i, inscrod toto ft. c«,.« of fl,. 
floral g^uping 55g, as shown U, Fig„,« 26-27. Tho d«ora.iv. pop-up l„sen lOg U disposed 
in fto floral gn,upi„g 55g such tta. U,e decoradve e»i 30g and ^ design indicia 32g «.e,«,n 
extends a distance away 6om .he floral g,.„ping 55g. and. pardculariy. a distance &™n U.. 
flower portion 56g of the floral grouping 55g. 

The Emhortin,n)l« mri Mtlln ^s "f "'ff -'ITF 2'-?' 
Shown in Fig,.« 28-31 and designated therein by the genend reference nun.eral 120 
is a floral sleeve wrapper for a floral grouping 55h constnraed fiom at least one sheet of 
n^terial. Ilte floral sleeve wrapper ,20 contprtses a sleeve 122 which may be forced ftom 
a single web and/or a single sheet of tnaterial. which may be fomted from two sheets of 
material which are aligned and com,ec.«i together, or which may be formed ta. multiple 
sheets of material which are connec,«l together to form the sleeve 122. It will be appr«d«ed 
that the sheet of material web, or multiple sheets of maerial utiBzed to fom the sleeve 122 
may have any or all or fl»= characterisdcs previously described herein for sheets of material, 
.-me sleeve 122 is often mbular or ftusto-comcal in shape, although it win be appreciated that 
any shape may be utili^d. so long as the sleeve .22 opemtes h the manner shown and/or 
described herein. The floral sleeve wrapper 120 compnses both a floral grouptng 55h and the 



sleeve 122. 



Refentag to Figures 28-29. the sleeve 122 has an upper end 124. a lower end 126 and 
outer surface .28. An opening .30 intersects both the upper end .24 and dre lower end .26 
foiming an mner surface .32 and a floral retainmg sp«. .34. to ime embodiments (not 
the lower end 126 is closed, or is fonned as a closed lower end (not shown), to some 
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embodiments, the upper end 124 is closed, often after a floral grouping is disposed therein (not 
shown). 

In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment lOh is formed integrally with the 
sleeve 122. The decorative pop-up attachment lOh has a decorative end 30h which extends 
a distance from the sleeve 122, and which has design indicia 32h thereon. It wiU be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment may be formed from the same sheet(s) of 
material, or web, as the sleeve 122. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh may be formed separately, then may be permanently connected or incorporated 
in the sleeve 122, either before, during, or after the formation of the sleeve 122, as well. It 
will be understood that when a floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122. the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOh extends a distance fcom the sleeve 122. 

Sleeves, and their construction, are well known in the art and sleeves are commercially 
avaUable, as are various devices and mechanisms capable of forming sleeves. One example 
of such sleeves is found in U.S. Patent No. 5.497.881, entitled, "Floral Grouping Wrapper And 
Methods", issued to D. Weder March 12, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein; 
another example of sleeve formation, as weU as the use of crimping, bonding material and pull 
tabs with such sleeves, is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled. "Method For Crimping 
A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. July 4, 1995, which is also 
hereby incorporated by referoice herein. 

In a frequent manner of construction, a first sheet of material and a second sheet of 
material will be sealed together to form the sleeve 122. with a substantial portion of the first 
sheet of material laying adjacent the second sheet of material, and the sleeve 122 being 
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naturally retamed in a flattened and unopened state (Figure 28) until opened by an operator and 

held in an opened position (Figure 29). When the sleeve 122 is held in the opened position. 

the floral retaining space 134 is fom^ed. and a floral grouping 55h may be both received within 

and retained in the floral retaining space 134. 

The floral sleeve wrapper 120 comprises the sleeve 122 having the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh integrally formed therewith, and the floral grouping 55h (Figure 30). ITie 
sleeve 122, when opened and held in an opened position, is adapted to receive ti.e floral 
grouping 55h within the floral retaining space 134. TT,e floral grouping 55h (Figure 30) is 
disposed in the opening 130 of the sleeve 122 when the sleeve is held in an opened position, 
and contained substantially in the floral retaining space 134 of the sleeve 122. as will be 
described in detail below. 

A bonding material (not shown) may be disposed on at least a portion of the imier 
surface 132 of the sleeve 122. or. alternatively, the bonding material may be disposed on the 
outer surface 128 of the sleeve 132 (not shown). A bonding material may be disposed on both 
the imier surface 122 and the outer surface 128 of the sleeve 122 (not shown). Further, it will 
be appreciated that the sleeve 122 may be free of a bonding material: 

In a general method of use, illustrated .n Figures 29-30. at least a portion of the floral 
grouping 55h is disposed within the sleeve 122 (Figure 30). In some applications, the stem 
portion 57h of the floral grouping 55h extends into the sleeve 122 via the opening 130 in the 
upper end 124. the stem portion 57h often extending through the open lower end 126 of the 
sleeve 122. The flower portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h is therefore disposed near the 
upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h is often 
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visible via the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 (Figures 30-31). In some instances, the flower 
portion 56h of the floral grouping 55hmay extend above the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122, 
ixi other instances, the flower portion 56h may extend below the upper end 124 of the sleeve 
122 (not shovm). 

m one method of use (Figures 28-30), an operator provides a flattened sleeve 122 
(Figure 28) and a floral grouping 55h. Tte operator then opens the sleeve 122 (Figure 29) at 
the upper end 124 and holds the sleeve 122 in an opened position, thereby expanding outward 
and widening the floral retaining space 134 such that the floral retaining space 134, when the 
sleeve 122 is in an opened position, is sized to both receive and retain a floral grouping 55h 
therein. The operator disposes the floral grouping 55h into the opened sleeve 122 via the 
opening 130 in the upper end 124 and assuring that the floral retaining space 134 is widened 
and expanded outward, proceeds to insert the stem portion 57h into and. often, through the 
lower end 126 of the opened sleeve 122, the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 frequently having 
the narrowest diameter (Figures 29-30). By inserting the floral grouping 55h into the sleeve 
122 in this mamier. the flower portion 56h is also disposed in the floral retaining space 134 • 
of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h is disposed close to and/or adjacent the upper end 
124 of the sleeve 122, the upper end 124 frequently having the widest diameter (Figures 29- 
30). In this mamier, the floral sleeve wrapper 120, having a floral grouping 55h contained in 

the sleeve 122, is created. 

The sleeve 122 may be crimped about the floral grouping 55h, as shown in Figure 31. 
The crimping is inducted by an operator after the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the 
sleeve 122 by gathering and crimping at least a portion of tiie sleeve 122 about the floral 
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grouping 55h. often in Ac area of s.™ portion 57h of U,e floral grouping 122. Such 
crimping n,ay be conduced by hand, by „d sub«antially encompassing »iU, one or 

m«e hands 0,. lo^er end 126 of U„ sle^e 122 in rh. area of stem portion 57h and .v«Jy 
.nd fmnly squeezing ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

hereby pressing and g^hertag fte sleeve 122 against i,self and about .he stem portion 57h of 
the floral grouping 55h. I, wiU be appreciated that if the sle«,e 122 is erimped in a. are. 
having bo«ii„g „«„erial (no. shown), .he bonding .naerial ,riB assis, in holding the crimped 

area in a crimped position. 

TTe sleeve 122 may also be ctimped by using both a crimping 
above) and a tuning motion to create a twisted crimping, resultmg in a sleeve 122 which is 
boa, crimped as previously described, and which is twisted abo« « a portion of the ^ 
portion 57h of the floral gt^uping 5Sh. the sleeve 122 near the st™ portion 57h being „,taed 
for example, but not by way of limitation, about flte sten, portion 57h between about «,e- 
eighth of a tun, to about a (uu tum (not shown). Cnmpmg floral wrappers and floral sleeve 
wrapper about floral groupings is shown and described in U.S. Patent No. 5.428.939, e.titl«l 
■Method For Crimping A Wrapper About A Floral Grauping", issued July 4. 1995 to Wede, 
=. al., which has been i„c„nx,med by reference herem pr„,„„sly „ will be ftaher 
anderstood that any portion of any embodiment shown and/or described herein may be subject 
to crimping. 

Alt«natively, the sleeve 122 may remain uncrin,p«i. He bonding material when 
disposed upon a» sleeve 122, may cause the sleeve 122 to'bondingly conn«:, to portions of 
itselt causing the sl»=ve 122 to conform, either generally, or closely (depending, as will be 
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app,«ia.«i, upon ft. — of bonding n^erial and to amount of .he sl«v. .22 which 
overlaps and connects to itself) to the floral grouping 55h. 

When the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122 by any method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art, the sleeve 122 substantially s»ounds and 
^compasses a substantial pordon of the floral grouping 55h. and the deconUive pop^ 
attachment lOh extends a distance 6om the floral sleeve wrapper 120. 

T^. B, ^hndini«il« n f' MMbods of Rftires 32-3? 
AS Ulustiated in Figures 32-39, a pot sloeve 136 may also be provided, to dispose over 
a flower pot 401 alone, or most fteqnently, over a flower pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i 
disposed drerein. or, in anoUter altemadve, about a gn.wing medium having a floral grouping 
' ^ the^in (not shown). The po, sleeve 136 is formed by any means or method shown 
" and/or described herem. or known in the art. It will be und«s.ood that the pot sleeve 136 is 
' snbstantiJIy flat untU opened » receive a flower po, 40i. It will be appr^iated dta, dte pot 
sleeve 136 has substantially the same attributes and chaxacteristtcs as that described above for 

the floral sleeve wrapper, 

■ It will be ur^derstood that the pot sleeve 136 is substantially flat (not shown) until 
opened bv an operator. It will also be appreciated that the sheet of material, web, or multiple 
sheets of material utihzed to form the pot sleeve 136 may have any or all or the characteristics 
previously described herein for sheets of material. Ute pot sleeve 136 is often tubular or 
frusto^nical in shape, although it wiU be appreciated that ariy.shape may be utilized, so long 
as the pot sleeve 136 operates in the manner shown and/or described herein. 

Pot sleeves 136 have been u«^ to cover pots and containers. Some pot sleeves are 



37 



PCT/US99/I1380 



disclosed in U.S. Palent No. 5,572 851 aitiilnl ■■>!„. i> , 

.^'AS51, entilled. Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 

And Methods-, issued to D. Weder November 12, , ^ 

^ he^n. Po. Sleeves having an excess of ntateHal. the «,eess of ntateria, s„„e.in^ 
fomung pleat, folds, and the Uke, is di^losed in U.S. Paten, No. 5.625,979, entitled, "Sleeve 
Having A Detachable PotSon Penning A Sto And Methods-, issn^l to D. Weder May 6 
.997. Which is also hereby incotporated ^rcr^,„^ ,t wOl be appreciated thatthepot 
sleeve .36. or any entbodinten. sho™ and/or descn-be, herein, ntay have an excess of nraterial 
Ai^matively. thepotsleeve .36.oranyen>bodhnen. shown and/ordescHbed her™, n^yhave 
one or more gussets. Such gussets n.y ,„n„ an excess of materia, such as a smde fold or 
maycomp,i«plea.s,foMs,ora„yo.herfonnofexcessn^^«,^^,,^ 
may be fonned m any portion of any embodim« shown herein, including, but not htnited to 
sides walls (outer surftee and/or innex ^aee), the upper end. thebwer entt the bott^n. 

or any combination thereof. Gussets are di<!rloc«,» f j • , 

^jusseis are disclosed fomed in sleeves in U.S. Patent No. 

5,628,146, issued to Weder et al Mav n igot . i.- u • , 

ai. May 13, 1997. which is hereby incorporated by reference 

herein. 

In this embodiment, shown in Figures 39 fh^ 

n rigures 32-35, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is 

formed integrally with the po, sleeve 136. The decora^ve pop-up anacbmen, .Oi has a 
deeomuve end 30i which extends a distance fl.„ .he decorative cover formed ft,„ the pot 
sleeve 136. n,c decorative por-up attachment ,0i has desi^ indicia 32i thereon. ,t will be 
appreciated ^ the decorative po^up attachment lOi may be fbnned *„m the same sheet(s, 
Of matetial. or web, as the po, sleeve 136. I, will also be understood that *e decoradve pop- 
up ^..chmen, lOi may be formed s^ely, *en may be pem^enUy combed or 
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incorporated in the pot sleeve 136, either before, during, or after the fonBation of the pot sleeve 
136, as well. It will be appreciated that when a.floral grouping 55i is disposed in the pot 
sleeve 136, and the pot sleeve 136 is formed into a decorative cover, the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi extends a distance from the decorative cover, as will be described in detail 
below. 

Turning to Figures 32-35, the pot sleeve 136 has an upper sleeve portion 138 and a 
lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 forming a decorative cover 142 (Figure 35) when the 
upper sleeve portion 138 is removed therefrom. Vertical detaching elements 144 such as, but 
not by way of limitation, perforations, are disposed in the upper, sleeve portion 138, and non- 
linear circumferential detaching elements 146 such as, but not by way of limitation, 
perforations, are utilized to separate the upper sleeve portion 138 from the lower portion 140. 
The lower portion 140 may have a non-linear decorative edge 148 when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is removed therefrom Alternatively, however, the lower portion 140 may have 
a linear edge (not shown). In another alternative, the lower portion may, rather than having 
a non-linear decorative edge 148, or a linear edge (not shown), have a skirt 150 formed 
integrally therewith when the upper sleeve portion 138 is removed from the lower portion 140 
(Figures 36-39). 

It will be appreciated that when the pot sleeve 136 is disposed on the flower pot 40i. 
the pot sleeve 136 extends substantially over the outer peripheral surface 46i of the flower pot 
40i. Alternatively, however, the pot sleeve 136 may extend over a flower pot 40i already 
covered by a preformed flower pot cover or pot wrapper, the pot sleeve 136. or, as described 
herein, a portion thereof, often being torn away from the preformed flower pot cover or pot 
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wrapper after shipmen, delivery („o, ^, 

««. U,e portion have a decorative pop-up a„acta„=„, 

The po. aleeve 136 „.y tave a bonding ^„ ^^.^ ^ ^ _ 

of po. sleeve ,36 •^U connec, „ *e flower p„. 40i, or any deco^ve cover coveHn, ^ 
po. 40, (no. shown). Ahen^dvely, a bonding n«,erial ™.y he dispose, upon a,e „^ 
periphery snrfece 46i of «,e flower po, 4«i (no, shown). In a ««her a bonding 

m«erid may be disposed on both fte po, 40i and fte po, sleeve 136 (no, shown). 

Tf. po. Sleeve 136 has an npp„ end 152. a lower end IM and an o„,er snrftc. .5S. 

An opening 160 intersects the UDoer end is? «a *u . 

upper end 152 and, often, the lower end 154 as well, forming 

an inner surface 162 and a pot retaining space 164. In some embodiments (not shown), the 
lower end 154 is Cosed, or is formed as a closed lower end. In other embodiments, the upper 
end 152 is closed, often after a pot, or a pot having a flora, grouping therein, is disposed 
therein (not shown). 

Tie sleeve port™, 138 has an «d 166 and a lower end 168, d,e lower end 

.68 being defined by,heno„.linaarcircu„,fere„„^ douching elen,en,s 146. T*e lower porton 

140 also has an upper end 170 which begins at the n,^n r • 

ui^n Degms at the non-hnear circumferential detaching 

elements 146 and a lower end 172 A hncp ma a r ^ ^ 

uuiu. A base 174 is defined between the upper end 170 and the 

lower end 172 of the lower portion 140. T,. upper sleeve portion 138 is removed via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and the non-lin^ circumferential detaching elements 146, as 

illustrated in Figures 33-35 When fhA i 

S^s,i When the upper sleeve portion 138 is completely, removed fix«n 

the lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 is left with a non-linear decorative edge 148. and 
the lower portion 140 forms the decorative cover 142 about the pot 40i. as shown in Figure 
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35, and, as shown in this embodiment, the decorativ, cover 142 is left with the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOi formed integrally therewith, and extending. a distance therefrom. 

In an alternative embodiment, illustrated in Figures 36-39, the non-linear circumferential 
detaching elements 146 are formed in the pot sleeve 136 such that, when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is r^oved, the lower portion 140 is left with a skirt 150 connected thereto, the 
skirt 150 extending a distance from the upper end 170 of the lower portion 140, such 
detachment again permitting the lower portion 140 to form the decorative cover 142 having 
a skirt 150 (Figure 39). In this embodiment having a skirt 150. it will be appreciated that the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the skirt 150, or be 
connectable to the skirt 150 (not shown). 

m decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the lower portion 
140 of the pot sleeve 136 (not shown). In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOi is discom^ected from the upper sleeve portion 138, or. alternatively, is readily 
discomiectable from the upper sleeve portion 138 (not shown). 
.5 Alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with both 

the upper sleeve portion 138 and the lower portion 140 (Figures 32-39). In this alternative, 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. may be formed into the upper sleeve portion 138 of the 
pot sleeve 136, may be contiguous with the lower portion 140, and may be detached via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and/or the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146 
20 (Figures 37-39), or by any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or 
known in the art. 

In a further alternative (not shown), the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is formed 
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integrally wilh ft. upper sleeve portion 13S and is deacbable fem tt,e upper sleeve portion 
138 via any mea.« and/or mett-od disclos«l and/or shown herein, or known in .he art. The 
dec^radve pop-np .ttachmen, lOi. in ftis embodin,en^ will have U,e ahili,y „ connect u, 
lower portion .40. or, alten^ivcly, ^ ^ connected ■„ lower portion 140, or. ta a ««her 
altenudv^ have the ahility to connect to. or be conr^cted to. the pot 40i (no. shown), h, all 
of the above-referenced ^.en^Uve^ however, it will be appreciated the decor^ive pop-.p 
anachmen, I Oi will extend a distance ftom the lower portion 140/decorative cove, 142. 

It wiU be appreciated that the m«h»i of dtsposing a flower pot 40i into the pot sleeve 
136 is generaUy s«b«antially sinular to fl,e method described above for dispostag a floral 
grouping into a Bor>> sleeve wrapper. ,t win be understood that the flattened pot sleeve 136 
(no. Shown) wiU be opened by an op««or and held in an ope„«, posidon. the.*y opening the 
pot rcaining ^ac. ,64 a sufflcien. atnotin. to receive a po. 40i, ttte po. 40i us^y disposed 
wifl. the lower end 44i. wifl, the pot 40i first being disposed in opening 130 of the pot 
sleeve 136. the outer peripheral surface 46i of 4e pot 40. disposed «ijacent the lower 140 
of the pot sleev, 136. in fte pot retaimng space ,64. He po. 401 often has a flo.^ grouping 
55. disposed herein, and the flo«l grouping 55i. afler insertion of the po. 40i in the po. sleeve 
136, ,s reWned in the po. 40i. fte flo^l g^uping 55, d.sposed adjacem .he upper sleeve 
portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136, 

When to po. 40i alone, or a po, 401 havtag a flond g^rping 55i disposed toein 
Inserted into fl» pot sle«,e 136 by any n>ea,od shown and/or desodbed herem, or known in 
the art, the upper slee™ portion 138 of the po. sleeve 136 subaantiaUy surrou«ls and 
encon^asses a substandal portion of flte floral souping 55i. When fl,e upper sleeve portion 
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138 is removed, it will be understood that the lower portion 140 substantially surrounds the pot 
40i, forming, in this embodiment, the both the decorative pop-up attachment lOi and the 

decorative cover 142 having a skirt 150. 

r\ie. Rmbodimp-nts and Me ^*'"^" Fifnires 40-49 
As illustrated in Figures 40-49, the pot sleeve 136j. which is substantially similar to the 
pot sleeve 136 shown and described herein previously, may be provided with a separate 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj. which is. or may be. connected to the pot sleeve 136j. but 
which is formed separately, and not integrally formed with the pot sleeve 136j. It will be 
understood that the pot sleeve 136j has substantially similar attributes and characteristics as 
those described previously herein for the pot sleeve 136 and the floral sleeve wrapper. 

As illustrated in Figures 40-44, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is disposed 
adjacent the imier surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j. The decorative pop-up attachment lOj 
is positioned upon the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j. and is then connected to the 
inner surface I62j (Figures 43-44) via a bonding material 33j. or, alternatively, via a Actional 
engagement (not shown) between the imier surface 162j .of the pot sleeve 136j. the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOj and the flower pot 40j. or in another alternative, by any means and/or 
. method .known in the art. When connected to the pot sleeve 136j in this manner, the 
. decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion I38j has been removed (Figures 41-44). 

It will be understood, as shown in Figures 45-49, that the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOj could be disposed adjacent to the outer surface 158j of the pot sleeve 136j (Figure 46). and 
positioned thereon and comiected thereto via the bonding material 33j. or by any other means 



43 



PCT/US99/11380 



or meftod sho.^ and/or described h™„, or lcao». i„ „t I„ Ms imUnce as well. ft. 
decorative pop-up anachmen, lOj «ct^ a disUnce ftoM d,e decorative cover I42j once >he 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figure 49). Specifically, in boti, .lten«tiv« 
mted above, Ure decorative end 30j extimds a distance fon, tire decorative cover formed fem 
Ihe pol sleeve 136j (Figures 43-44 and 49). 

Tie decorative p„p.„p attachment ma, be coa>ected to U,e lower portion 140j of 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 43-44 and 49). In tbia embodiment the decorative popntp 
attachment lOj is not attached to ti>e upper sleeve portion 138j. or, alternatively, if connected 
to the upper sleeve porti«, 138j, is readily disconnectable iom the upper sleeve portion 138j 
(r^ shown). I. will be appreciated Out when the upper sleeve portion I38j is discom»cted 
ftom the lower portion 140j, U» decorative pop-up attitchmen. lOj win be com,ect«l to the 
lower portion ,40i which forma the d«orative cover 142j, and the decorative pop-up 
aO«*ment lOj will extend a diatance from a» decorative cover 142j. It «I1 also be 
appreciated titat ti„ decorative popntp atti«=hm«u ,0i may be competed ti, any portion or area 
of the decorative cover !42j, including ti,e skin 150j (not shown). 

It will be appreciate! that the method of disposing a flower pot 40i into tite pot ale«,e 
m i. genetally substantially similar to the meti,«l descnbed previously herein. Any of the 
meUtods Shown and/or described herein, or known m the art, may be utiUzed to place the 
flower p« 40,- in a,e pot sleeve 136j, so long as tite deeomive pop-up attachment lOj is left 
adjacm the decorative cover >42j. I. will dso be appreciated that flte decorative pop-up 
attachment lOj may be disposed upon, positioned upon and com,ected to the pot wrapping 86j 
via any means or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art It wiU be 
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understood that when the upper sleeve portion 138j is removed, the decorative pop-up 
attachment will connect to, or remain connected to, the decorative cover 142j. 

Thp. F.mhodiments an ^ Methods of Fipures 50-53 
As illustrated in Figures 50-53. a decorative pop-up attachment 10k, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180. The floral holding 
material 180 (Figures 52-53) has an upper end 182, a lower end 184, and an outer peripheral 
surface 186. The floral holding material 180 has a soft inner surface, which permits the 
insertion of the stem portion 57k of a floral grouping 55k and/or a root portion (not shown) 
of a floral grouping 55k, as well as the insertion of a decorative pop-up attachment 10k. The 
.. floral holding material 180 shown in Figures 52-53 is frusto-conically shaped, although it will 
be appreciated that the floral holding material 180 may be any shape desired in any particular 
embodiment and/or application. The floral holding material 180 is constructed of a material 
capable of receiving at least a portion of a floral grouping 55k and holding or supporting the 

15 floral grouping 55k with or without a pot 40k. 

Floral holding material, and methods of using floral holding material, are disclosed, 
illustrated and described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 5,410,856, entitled, "Decorative Assembly 
For A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. May 2, 1995, and U.S. Patent No. 5.402,599, 
entitled, "Floral Container Having A Water-Impermeable External Layer", issued to Weder et 
20 al. April 4, 1995, botii of which are hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

"Floral grouping" as used herein also includes, in addition to its earlier defmition herein, 
a botanical item, and/or a propagule, and may include other secondary plants and/or natinal or 
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synthetic ornamental materials which add to the aesthetics of the overall floral grouping. 

The tenn "botanical item" as used herein means a natural or artificial herbaceous or 
woody plant, taken singly or in combination. The term "botanical item" also means any 
portion or portions of natural or artificial herbaceous or woody plants including stem, leaves, 
flower., blossoms, buds, bloom, cones, or root, taken singly or in combination, or in 
groupings of such portions such as a bouquet or floral grouping. 

The term "propagule" as used herein means any structure capable of being propagated 
or acting as an agent of reproduction including seed, shoots, stems, runners, tubers, plants, 
leaves, roots or spores. 

The floral holding material 180 may be the tj^e of material commonly referred to in 
the art as floral foam or Oasis™ or may be soil or artificial soil or other earth composition or 
any combination thereof so long as the material is capable of holding a shape and capable of 
receiving and supporting the floral grouping 55k. with or without a pot 40k. TT,e floral holding 
material 180 may also be capable of receiving and holding water and/or an irrigant for 
supplying water and/or nutrients to the floral grouping 55k. 

The term "irrigant" means any aqueous solution used to irrigate any part of the floral 
grouping 55k disposed within the floral holding matenal 180. The .mgant may be tap water 
or may further comprise water having fertilizers, salts, nutrients, hormones and/or other 
substances dissolved or suspended therein. 

In a method of use. the floral grouping 55k is disposed in the floral holding material 
180 such that the majority of the root portion (not shown), if any. is disposed in and retained 
within the floral holding material 180, and at least a portion of the stem portion 57k of the 



46 



i'ci/ua!yv/ii^5u 



floral grouping 55k is at least partially extended into and disposed into the soft inner material 
of the floral holding material 180. The flower portion 56k of the floral grouping 55k generally 
extends a distance above the floral holding material 180. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10k is comiected to the floral holding material 180 
via the second side 22k, which is the end opposite the decorative end 30k, although it will be 
appreciated that any portion, i.e., any side, of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be 
inserted into the floral holding material 180. The second side 22k may be formed in a blunted 
mamier. as shown in Figure 50. or may be formed as having at least a portion of a point (not 
shown), to facilitate disposing the decorative pop-up attachment 10k in the floral holding 
material 180. A portion of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k, as described above, is 
pushed into the floral holding material 180 and is held within the floral holding material 180 
by a frictional engagement therebetween (Figure 52). The decorative pop-up attachment 10k 
may also have a bonding material 33k disposed thereon, as shown in Figure 53, so that the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be bondingly comiected to the imier peripheral surface 
50k of the pot 40k either before or after the addition of the floral holding material 180 to the 
pot 40k. Alternatively, however, the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be frictionally held 
in place between the imier peripheral surface 50k of the pot 40k and the floral holdmg material 
180 (not shown). 

The. F-mbodirwents and M ftthods of Figures 54-56 
As illustrated in Figures 54-55. a decorative pop-up attachment 10m, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to comiect to a floral holding material 180m, which is identical 
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to the floral holding material 180 described previously herein. In this instance, however, the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m has a drawing, or a picture, of a bow 190 on the decorative 
end 30m which forms the design indicia 32m on the decorative pop-up attachment 10m. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10m is comiected to the floral holding material 180m 
as described previously. As noted above, the decorative end 30m comprises design indicia 
32m which comprises a photograph, or. alternatively, a drawing, of a bow 190. THe decorative 
pop-up attachment 10m is comiected to the floral holding material 180m in any mamier ^o^ 
and/or described herein, or known in the art. Alternatively, as described above, the decorative 
pop-up attachment 10m may have a bonding material 33m thereon, and may be connected to 
the imaer peripheral surface 50m of the pot 40m via the bonding material 33m. or via a 
frictional engagement between the inner peripheral surface 50m of the pot 40m and the floral 
holding material 180m. 

In another alternative, an actual bow may be attached to the decorative end 30m of the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m (Figure 56). Further, the decorative pop-up attachment lOm 
may also have a first bow attached to one surface, such as the upper surface 14m of the 
decorative end 30m of the decorative pop-up attachmem 10m and a second bow attached to 
the opposite surface, such as the lower surface I6m of the decoradve end 30m of the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m (not shown). The decorative end 30m may follow the 
outline, generally, of the contom. of the first bow (Figure 56) and/or the second bow (not 
shown). Alternatively, however, the decorative end 30m of the decorative pop-up attachment 
10m may form any geometric, non-geometric and/or asymmetric shape, which may not 
necessarily coincide with the outer contours of a bow. or a fir.t bow and/or a second bow (not 
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shown). 

Changes may be made in the construction and the operation of the various components, 
elements and assemblies described herein or in the steps or the sequence of steps of the 
methods described herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
5 defined in the following claims. 
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Claims : 

I. Adecorativepop.upauachm=n.forcon„ccn„g,oa„i,em,comprisi„.- 

. '"""raive pop-up aoachmcn,, including a sheet of n,awa: having ^ou«r 
p^phe„ and having a decorauve end having design ind,da .he^n, ,he shee. of material- 
sized smaller ehan ihe outer diameter of an item; 

such ^ITT *° P^P-P «-hment ,s dis,»sed and positioned on the item 

such that the decot^ve end of the deco,.tive po^up attachment extends a distance away 
ftom the , tern for displaying design tndicia on the decorative end when the decoranve rL 
up attachment ,s connect^ to d,e item, the decorative pop-up attachn^nt extending ablut 
. only a portion of the item. 

2. A decomtive pop-up attachment for connectmg to an item, comprising 

a decorative pop-up attachment, including a sheet of material havmg In outer 
penphery and having a decorative end having 

design indtcia .hereon, the shee, of material sized smaller than the outer dtameter of an ,tem 
the sheet of matenal formed integrally with the item; 

*''"«"'h='tecoralive pop-up attachment is positioned on the item such that the 
deco^uve end Of the decoi^tive pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item 
for displaying design indicia on the decoradve end of the decorative pop-up attachment, the 
decorauve pop-up attachment exte™iing about only a pomon of a diameter of the item. 

3. Tlie decoiative pop-up attachmem of claims 1 or 2 wheiein die decomtive pop-up 
attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

4: Thedecorativepop-upattachmentofanyoneofthepieceding claim whciein the item is 
a pot. IS a pot wrapping, is a sleeve wrapping, is a sheet wrapping, is a pie-fomied flower pot 
cover. IS a floral grouping, is a pot sleeve wrapper, is a floral sleeve wtapper, oris a flo,^ 
holding matenal. 

5^ The decorative pop-up attachment of any one of die pt^ng claims wherein d« shee. 
of matenal is constnicted from a material selected from the gioup consisting of paper 
celiop ane. foil, plasdc film, m«allized film, fabric, fiber, buriap, and any combination 

tnereoi. 

6^2edecora.ve pop-up attac^^^^ 

of matenal has a thickness in a range of about 1 .0 mils to about 30 mils. 



7. Thedecorativepop-upattachment of any oneofthe preceding claims 



wherein at least a 
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portion of the outer penphery adjacent the decorative end follows an outline of the design 
indicia such that the decorative end is complementary in shape to the design indicia thereon. 

8. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of. 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
maienal sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item; 

disposing the decorative pop-up attachment on the item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
desisn indicia on the decorative end. 

9. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thefeon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item, the sheet formed integrally with an 
item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

10. The method of claims 8 or 9 wherein in the step of providing a decorative pop-up 
attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

1 1. The method of any one of claims 8 - 10 wherein m the step of disposing the decorati ve 
pop-up attachment on the item, the item is further defined as a pot, as a pot wrapping, as a 
sleeve wrapping, as a sheet wrapping, as a pre-formed flower pot cover, as a floral groupmg, 

pot sleeve wrapper, as a floral sleeve wrapper, or as a floral holding material. 



as a 



12. The method of any one of claims 8-11 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material is constnjcted from a material selected from the 
group consisting of paper, cellophane, foil, plastic film, metallized film, fabric, fiber, buriap, 
and any combination thereof. 

13. The method of any one of claims 8-12 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range of about 1 .0 mils to about 
30 mils. 
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14. n.^ method of any one of cla,ms 8 - 13 whe,^i„ i„ ,he s,ep of providing a decorative 
^up .^r^, a. leas, a ponion of ,he ou.e. pe„phe,v ad.acen, ,he decora^ ^ ™ 
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DECORATIVE ATTACHMENTS FOR SLEEVES AND METHODS FOR ITS APPLICATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Fiftlri of the Invention 

This invention relates to decorative pop-up attachments connected to or fonned 
separately or integrally with florar holding material, floral wrappers, floral sleeves, pot 
wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, pot sleeves, pots and/or containers, or the like, and 
the methods of making and using same. 

Descriptiop f>f Related Art 

Sheets of material have heen utilized to form decorative wrappings about flower pots 
and floral groupings, and have been utiUzed to form preformed decorative flower pot covers. 
One floral wrapping is disclosed inU.S: Patent No. 5,111,638, entitied "Method For Wrapping 
An Object With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive Adhesive Thereon", which illustrates 
wrapping pots with sheets of material. A floral wrapping using a sheet of material is shown 
in U.S. Patent No. 5,isi,364, entitled "Wrapping A Floral Grouping With Sheets Havmg 
Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto". A floral wrapping using a flattened or unflattened 
sleeve is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939. entitled "Method For Crimping A Wrapper 
About A Floral Grouping", and in U.S. Patent No. 5,497,881, entitled "Floral Grouping 
Wrapper And Methods". A wrapper for a plant package using a flattened or unflattened sleeve 
is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851, entitled "Plant Package Havmg A Detachable Sleeve 
And Methods". Preformed decorative flower pot covers are disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
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4,773.182. entiUed "Aiticle Fonx„ng System", . which discloses a decorative article, and an 
article fonning system. 

Labels have sometimes been applied to pots, and to floral wrappings, sleeves and 
preformed decorative flower pot cover.. These labels include price labels. UPC bar code 
labels, and labels describing the plant contained within a container or wrapping, and/or its care 
(known in the art as "care tags"), 

Floi^ holding, material, such as floral foam, has been used alone, or in combination 
with a pot or container, to hold flowers, living plants, and the like. 

The prior art discloses sheets of material, sleeves, pot wrappings, pots/containers, 
preformed pot cover, pot sleeves, floral holding material, and the like. Tl,e sheets, sleeves, 
pots/contamers, pot wrappings, pot sleeves, preformed pot cover., and the like decoratively 

cover flowers and containers, and the prior art discloses labels for these items. 

The prior ait does not disclose a decorative pop-up attachment which may be fomied 

separately and com^ected to. or, alternatively, integrally fonned with, a floral wrapper, a floral 

sleeve, a pot/container, a preformed pot cover, a pot sleeve, a pot wrapping, or floral holding . 

material such as floral foam, and the like. 

Therefore, there is a need felt within the art for a decoraUve pop-up attachment which 
utilizes not pnnt or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but which 
has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (a drawing of Peter 
Rabbit), u^ as a decoration on at least one end of a decorative pop-up attachment In 
addition, such a decorative pop-up attachment may have a decorative end which follows the 
outer outline of the design indicia thereon. Such a decorative end is complementary to the 
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shape of the design indicia, and forms part of the decoration of the decorative pop-up 
attachment. 

The decorative pop-up attachment is an attachment which is connected to the above- 
referenced items, or, alternatively, is formed integrally therewith, and which is designed to 
5 extend a distance from the item. The decorative pop-up attachment will have a decoration 
which is whimsical, or related to a particular theme, such as, but not by way of limitation, a 
birthday, holiday, anniversary, and the like. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
10 Decorative pop-up attachments which are formed separately or integrally with pots, pot 

wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, which are 
, disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, floral sleeve 
wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or described in 
detail herein. Methods for using decorative attachments which are formed separately or 
15 . integrally with pots, pot wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot 
covers, which are disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, 
floral sleeve wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material ^e shown and/or 
described in detail herein. The present disclosure includes both apparatus and methods of use, 
and all such disclosures are hereby incorporated in this section of the present application. 
20 It is an object of the present invention to provide a decorative pop-up attachment which 

utUizes not print or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but 
which, rather, has a design, such as. but not by way of hmitation, a whimsical character (for 
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example, a drawing of Pe.er Rabbi,), used as a de«„ato on « leas, one end of the decoradve 
pop-up amicbment ta addition, i, is a goal of fte pr««« invention ,o p„vide a decorative 
pop-up ^ucbmen, having a deco^tive «,d which follows d,e onto ouUine of d« design 
indicia d-ceon. I, is a Airticr objective of .he invention provide a decorative end 

au, is complemenary ,o a, least a portion of the shape of the design indicia, and th«efo.e 
fonns par, of the decoration of the decorative pop-up attachm«,t It is ye. a ftmher goal of 
the presen. bvention to provide a decorative pop-np attachmem which is connected to the 
above-referenced itenu, or, altenaatively, is fonned integraUy therewith, and which is designed 
to extend a distance from «,e item. I, is an objective of the p,esen, invention to provide a 
decorative pop-up atuchmen. which has a decomion which is whimsical, or rela^d K. a 
particular ti,eme, such as, bu. byway of limitatt™, abirttday, holiday. Christmas, a«l dte 



like. 



BRIEF DESCMPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
.'5 Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper surface of a decorative pop-up attachment 

fonned from a sheet of matedal constructs ^ .ecordance with the present invention, dtowing 
the design indicia on a decorative end, and show,„g „„e comer l,f,ed for illustration purposes 
only. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the lower surface of a decorative pop-up attachment 
20 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 |s apaspectfve view of a p«i of she«s of m«,ri1,'each of which fonns a 
d«»^v..pop-up attachment, showing a portion of ti,e u,p she« of ma«hal lifted fiom the 
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pad, exposing the next sheet of material. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a pot, and a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a 

distance therefrom. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the pot of Figure 4, but showing the decorative pop-up 
5 attachment disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the pot and positioned upon and 
connected to the pot. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a floral wrapping sheet of material, having one edge 
Ufted for illustration purposes only. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the sheet of material of Figure 6, having a floral 

10 grouping disposed thereon. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a sheet of material formed into a wrapping for the 
floral grouping, showing one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material overlapping at 
least one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material to fom the wrapping, and a 
decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance from the wrapping, 
15 Figure 9 is a.perspective view of the wrapping for the floral grouping of Figure 8, but 

showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral surface of 
the wrapping, and positioned upon and connected to the wrapping. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an opened sleeve used to form a wrapping for a floral 

grouping. 

20 Figure 1 1 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 10 which has formed a wrapping 

for a floral grouping disposed into and contained within the sleeve, the stem portion of the 
floral grouping extending beyond the lower end of the wrapping, and a decorative pop-up 
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attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of the wrapping of Figure 1 1, showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment disposed adjacent the wrapping and positioned upon and connected to the 
inner peripheral surface of the wrapping. 
5 Figure 13 is a transverse view of Figure 12 taken at 13-13. showing the placement of 

the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral surface of the wrapping. • 
Figure 14 is a perspective view of a second sheet of material, one edge being lifted for 
illustration purposes only. 

Figure 15 isaperspective view ofapotdisposedupontheuppersurfaceofthesecond 
10 sheet of material shown in Figure 14. 

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the pot and the second sheet of material of Figures . 
14-15, but showing the pot being partially wrapped by the second sheet of material. 

Figure 17 is a perspective view of the pot and second sheet of material of Figures 14- 
16, but showing the second sheet of material fomiing a pot wrapping about the pot. and 
showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance away. 

Figure 18 is a perspective view of the pot v^apped by the pot wrapping of Figure 17. 
but showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 19 is a perspective view of the pot wrapped by the pot wrapping of Figure 17, 
but sho^ving the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the imier peripheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 20 is a transverse view of Figure 19 taken at 20-20. showing the placement of 
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the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral surface of the pot wrappiiig. 

Figure 21 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 22 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover, having a pot disposed 
into the retaining space, and showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance 
5 therefrom. 

Figure 23 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to tiie outer peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

10 Figure 24 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 

therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the inner peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 25 is a transverse view of Figure 24 taken at 25-25, 

15 showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral- 

* 

surface of the preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 26 is a perspective view of a floral grouping having a flower portion and a stem 
portion, and having a decorative pop-up attachment disposed in the center of the flower portion 
of the floral grouping. 

20 Figure 27 is a top plan view of the floral grouping and decorative pop-up attachmc?nt 

shown in Figure 26. 

Figures 28 is a perspective view of a floral sleeve wrapper formed from a flattened 
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sleeve of the present invention, the decorative pop-up attachment being integrally fonned 
therewith. 

Figure 29 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 28, but showing the sleeve in 
an opened position, such an opened position creating a retaining space. 

Figure 30 is a perfective view of the sleeve of Figure 29 but showing a floral gn,uping 
being inserted into the opened sleeve, the floral grouping being retained in the retaining space 
of the sleeve, the decorative pop-up attachment positioned to extend a distance thereto. 

Figure 31 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 30. but showing a portion of the 
sleeve crimped about a portion of the floral grouping. 

Figure 32 is a perspective view of a pot sleeve fomied from a sleeve, the sleeve having 
an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about apot having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed integrally with the decorative cover. 
Figm-e 33 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 32, but showing a portion 
15 of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached; 

Figure 34 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 32-33. but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, the decorative pop-up 

attachment being formed in part by the removal of the upper sleeve portion. 

Figure 35 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 32-34, but showing the 
upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment formed integrally with the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a non-hnear 
decorative edge. 
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Figure 36 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the pot sleeve of Figures 32- 
35, the pot sleeve having an upper sleeve portion and a lower portion forming the decoraUve 
cover, the decorative cover having a skirt formed therewith, the decorative pop-up attachment 
being formed integrally with the decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom. 
5 Figure 37 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 36, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 38 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-37, but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, the decorative pop-up 
attachment being formed in part by the removal of the upper sleeve portion. 
10 Figure 39 is a perspective view of the pot . sleeve of Figures 36-38, but showing the 

upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment formed integrally with the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
thwewith. 

Figure 40 is a perspective view of a pot sleeve formed from a sleeve, the sleeve having 
15 an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed separately, and disposed adjacent the 
inner peripheral surface of at least a portion of the pot sleeve and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

20 Figure 41 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 40, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 42 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 40-41, but showing a 
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greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 43 is a perfective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 40-42, but showing the 
upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment connected to the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decontive cover having a non-linear 
decorative edge. 

Figure 44 is a transverse view of Figure 43 taken at 44-44, 
showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner surface of the 
decorative coven 

Figure 45 is a perspective view of a pot sleeve fomed from a sleeve, the sleeve having 
an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which fom^s a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed separately and disposed adjacent to the 
outer surface of at least a portion of the pot sleeve and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 46 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 45, but taken from the rear 
of the pot sleeve, showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed, positioned and 
comiected to at least a portion of the outer surface of the pot sleeve. 

Figure 47 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 45-46, but showing a portion 
of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 48 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 45-47, but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 49 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 45-48, but showing the 
upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment connected to the 
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decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
therewith. 

Figure 50 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
atuchment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 5 1 is a perspective view of the pot having floral foam disposed therein of Figure 
50, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 52 is a transverse view of Figure 5 1 taken at 52-52, showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 53 is a transverse view similar to that taken at 52-52, but showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment having a bonding material disposed thereon, the decorative pop-up 
attachment connected via the bonding material to the pot, and the pot having floral foam and 
a floral grouping disposed therein. 

Figure 54 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom, the decorative pop-up attacliment having design 
indicia thereon which is representative of a bow. 

Figure 55 is a perspective view of the pot and decorative pop-up attachment of Figure 
54, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 56 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
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attachment, similar to that shown in Figures . 54-55, but showing a bow connected to the 
decorative end of the decorative pop-up attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment having 
a shape which is complimentary to the outer portions of the bow. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The Emh odimente nf Figures 1-2 
Referring to Figures 1-2, designated generally by the reference numeral 10 is a 
decorative pop-up attachment which is constructed in accordance with the present invention. 
The decorative pop-up attachment 10 comprises at least one sheet of material 12. Tl,e sheet 
of material 12 has an upper surface 14. a lower surface 16 (one edge of the sheet of material 
Ufted for illustration purposes only), and an outer periph«y 18. In the embodiment shown in 
Figure 1, the outer periphery 18 of the sheet of material 12 comprises a fust side 20, a second 
side 22, a third side 24, ^d a fourth side 26. It will be appreciated that the sheet of material 
12 may comprise a variety of shapes, and sides. 

At least one portion of the sheet of material will form a decorative end 30. It will be 
appreciated, however, that the sheet of material 12 may have more than one decorative end 30, 
that is, a plurality of decorative ends 30. One such decorat.ve pop-up attachmem with at least 
one decorative end is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5.544.469, entitled "Wrapping Material Having 
An Extension For Design Indicia For Wrapping Flower Pots And Floral Arrangements And 
Methods", issued to Weder et al.. on August 13. 1996. which is hereby specificaUy 
incorporated by reference herein. It wiU be understood, however, for iUustiative purposes only, 
that only one decorative end 30 is shown herein. ll,e decorative end 30 comprises design 
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indicia 32 on at least one surface thereof. The design indicia 32 may be on the upper surface 
14, the lower surface 16, or both the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 (Figures 1-2). 
"Design indicia" as used herein includes, but not by way of limitation, fanciful designs such 
as rabbits, hearts, balloons, pumpkins, clover, and the like. Additional examples of design 
indicia include flowers (such as roses, daisies, Ulacs). plants (such as fruits, vegetables, clover, 
grasses, trees), animals (rabbits, dogs, cats, birds, alUgators, fish and the like), insects, fictional 
characters (such as cartoon characters), and/or real characters (such as a photograph of an 
individual), and the like. Design indicia 32 may vary between the upper surface 14 and the 
lower surface 16 of the sheet of material 12 (Figures 1-2). That is, either the upper surface 14. 
or. alternatively, the lower surface 16, or, in another alternative, both surfaces, may have design 
indicia 32 thereon. In addition, the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 may each have 
different design indicia 32 disposed on each surface. 

The design indicia 32 may be disposed upon the sheet of material 12 by use of a dye, 
ink, and/or pigment. Such dyes, inks, and/or pigments are known in the art and are 
commercially, available, and may be disposed upon or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 
by any method described herein or known in the art. That is, the design indicia 32 may be 
painted upon the sheet of material 12, sprayed upon the sheef of material 12, printed upon the 
sheet of material 12, or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 during the extrusion process. 
The extrusion of polymer films is well-known in the art. 

The sheet of material 12 may closely follow the design indicia 32, and be 
complementary to the shape of at least a portion of the design indicia. In this manner, the 
sheet of material 12 forms at least a portion of the design indicia 32 by following the outline 
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of the design indicia 32. Alternatively, the sheet of material 12 may not follow the outline of 
the design indicia 32, and may fonn its own geometric, non-geometric and/or asymmetric 
shape. 

A bonding material 33 may, optionally, be disposed on the sheet of material 12, on 
either the upper surface 14 (Figure 1). the lower surface 16, or both surfaces. Alternatively, 
however, the sheet of material 12 may be free of a bonding material 33. As illustrated in 
Figure 1, the bonding material 33, if present, is often disposed on the upper surface 14 of the 
sheet of material 12. Tte bonding material 33 may also be disposed in a strip of bonding 
material 33. although the bonding material 33 also could be applied to a surface of the sheet 
of material 12 be in the form of spaced apart spots or the bonding material 33 may be disposed 
on one or more surfaces of th. sheet of material 12 in any geometric shape, non-geometric 
and/or asymmetric shape, or any combination thereof, including any pattern or pWty of 
patterns. Further, the bonding material 33 may form at least a part, or, alternatively, all of the 
pattern on each strip of material. In this instance, the bonding material 33 may comprise one 
or more colors; the bonding material 33 may comprise one or more patterns as well, as 
described above, and could fonn a part of the design indicia 32. One such bonding material 
is descnbed m U.S. Patent No. 5,347,789. entitled, "Decorative Material Havmg A Colored 
Sticky Element Disposed Thereon Forming At Least A Portion Of A Decoration And Method", 
issued to Donald E. Weder, on September 20. 1994 and which is hereby incorporated herein 
by reference. 

Turning to the characteristics of the sheet of material 12, 
the sheet of material 12 has a thickness in a range from about 0.5 mils to about 50 mik. 
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Often, the sheet of material 12 has a thickness in a range from about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 
In some embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from about 3.0 mils to 
about 25 mils. In other embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from 
about 4 mils to about 15 mils. And in yet still another embodiment, the sheet of material has 
5 a thickness in a range from about 4 mils to about 10 mils. The sheet of material 12 is 
constructed of a material which is at least somewhat flexible. 

The sheet of material 12 may comprise any shape or combination of shapes, and a 
portion of a rectangular shape is shown in Figure 1 only by way of example. The sheet of 
material 12 for example may be square, rectangular, circular or any other geometric, non- 
10 geometric, asymmetric or fanciful shape, such as heart shaped, for example only, or any 
combination of geometric and non-geometric shapes, as shown in Figures 1-2. The sheet of 
material 1 2 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a pluraUty of layers of the same 
or different types of materials. The layers of material comprising the sheet of material 12 may 
be laminated together or connected together by any method known in the art. 
15 In one embodiment, the sheet of material 12 is a relatively thin, flexible material 

constmcted from a plastic film. Alternatively, a paper may be utilized, alone, or in 
combination with other sheets of material described herein. One such plastic film (Hercules 
B523 oriented polypropylene packaging film (clear)), is available from Hercules Incorporated, 
Hercules Plaza, Wilmington, DE 19894. Such sheets of material may be laminated together 
20 or may be connected together by any method known in the art, or may remain partially or 
coiiq)letely unconnected. 

The sheet of material 12 shown in Figures 1-2 is constructed from any suitable material 
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that is capable of having the characteristics and function described herein. The sheet of 
material 12 may comprise paper (the term "paper" as used herein means treated or untreated 
paper, corrugated paper or cardboard or any other form of paper material). The sheet of 
material may comprise cellophane, foil, plastic fihn, metallized fihn. fabric (woven or 
nonwoven or synthetic or natural), fiber, burlap, or any combination thereof 

The term "plastic film" as used herein means a themioplastic resinous material, such as, 
but not by way of limitation, a man-made polymer such as. but not by way of Umitation, a 
polypropylene. The term "plastic fihn" as used herein also means a naturally occurring 
polymer such as cellophane. A plastic fihn, as contemplated and described in detail herein, 
is relatively strong and not as subject to tearing (substantially non-tearable), as might be the 
case with paper or foil. 

The sheet of material 12 has a length 34 extending between the first and second sides 
20 and 22 of the sheet of material 12. The sheet of material 12 also has a width 35 extending 
between the third and fourth sides 24 and 26 of the sheet of material 12. 

The sheet of material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality 
of layers of the same or different types of materials. One or more sheets of material may be 
laminated or bonded together, completely or partially, by any method known m the art. When 
multiple sheets of material 12 are used, the sheets of material 12 need not be uniform in size 
or shape. That is. one sheet may extend beyond at least a portion of the outer periphery of 
another sheet of material. 

As noted earUer. a bonding material 33 may be disposed on the sheet of material 12, 
in any pattern or shape. One method for disposing a bonding material, in this case an 
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adhesive, on a sheet of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 5,1 1 1,637 entitled "Method For 
Wrapping A Floral Grouping" issued to Weder et al, on May 12. 1992 and which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Another method for disposing a bonding material in order 
to laminate two sheets of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 4,297,811 entitled 
"Laminated Printed Foil Flower Pot Wrap With Multicolor Appearance, issued to Weder on 
November 3, 1981, which is also hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein means an adhesive, possibly a pressure 
sensitive adhesive, or a cohesive. Where the bonding material is a cohesive, a similar cohesive 
material must be placed on the adjacent surface for bondingly contacting and bondingly 
engaging with the cohesive material. The term "bonding material" also includes materials 
which are heat scalable and, in this instance, the adjacent, portions of the material must be 
brought into contact and then heat must be applied to effect the seal. The term "bonding 
material" when used herein also means a lacquer, which may be applied to the sheet of material 
and, in this instance, heat, sound waves, or vibrations, also must be applied to effect the sealing 
of the lacquer. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any type of material or thing 
which can be used to effect the bonding or connecting of the two adjacem portions of the 
material or sheet of material to effect the connection or bonding described herein. The term 
"bonding material" also includes ties, labels, bands, ribbons, strings, tape, staples or 
combinations thereof. Some of the bonding materials would secure the ends of the sheet of 
material while other bondmg material may bind the circumference of a wrapper or wrapping. 
Another way to secure the wrapping is to heat seal tiie ends of the material to another portion 
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of the material. One way to do this is to contact the ends with an iron of sufficient heat to 
heat seal the material. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any heat or chemically 
shrinkable material, and static electrical or other electrical means, magnetic means, mechanical 
or barb-type fastening means or clamps, curl-tjpe characteristics of the film or materials 
incorporated in the sheet of material which can cause the material to take on certain shapes, 
and any type of welding method which may weld portions of the sheet to itself or to a pot or 
container, or to both the sheet itself and a pot or container. 

The sheet of material 12 may consist of designs or decorative patterns which are 
printed, etched, and/or embossed thereon using inks or other printing materials. An example 
of an ink which may be ^pUed to either surface of the sheet of material 12 is described in 
U.S. Patent No. 5,147,706 entitled "Water Based Ink On Foil And/Or Synthetic Organic 
Polymer" issued to Kingman on Sep: 15, 1992 and which is hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. In addition, the sheet of material 12 may have various colorings, coatings, 
embossings, flockmgs and/or metallic finishes, or other decorative surface ornamentation 
apphed separately or simultaneously. The sheet of material 12 may be characterized totally 
or partially, but not by way of lunitat,on, by pearlescent. translucent, transparent, tndescent, 
neon, holographic, or the like, qualities. Each of the above-named characteristics may occur 
alone or in combination with other characteristics described herein, and may be applied to the 
upper and/or lower surface of the sheet of material 12. Moreover, each surface of the sheet 
of material 12 may vary in the combination of such cham.teristics. The sheet of material 12 
may also be partially or completely opaque, translucent, clear and/or tinted transparent. 
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The sheet of material 12 may also optionally comprise one or more shape sustaining 
elements (not shown). "Shape sustaining elements" means wire or rods, or other elements 
made from metal, plastic (synthetic resinous plastic), cardboard or other thickened paper 
product, fiber, wood, or a combination thereof, which imparts sufficient shape to permit the 
sheet of material 12 to extend a distance firom a floral wrapping, a pot or container and/or a 
preformed flower pot cover, as described ik greater detail below. Such a shape sustaining 
element (not shown) may be attached to the sheet of material 12 via a bonding material, the 
element laminated between sheets of material 12, or by any method described herein or known 
in the art. 

It will be understood that the shape sustaining element may be used to bend and shape 
, the decorative pop-up attachment 10. The shape sustaining element may be utihzed to form 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10 into a shape which is complementary to the design indicia 
32 contained thereon. The shape sustaining element may also be utilized to extend the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 a distance fi:om the item to which it is attached. 

When the decorative pop-up attachments 10 are used, one or more of the decorative 
. pop-up attachments 10 are connectable to a pot or container, a wrapping for flowers (a sheet 
of material or a sleeve), a wrappmg for a pot or container, or a preformed flower pot cover. 
Each decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover, so that 
Ae design indicia 32 on the decorative end 30 may be displayed. In many instances, each 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a substantial distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover. Each 
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of ihese applicalions is discussed in detail below. 

He decoraUve pop.„p insert 10 may also comprise a„ area for a hand-wriden or, 
allenudvely,, primed message. S^U^^^^,,^^,^^^^^^^^ 
sko«r,l AUemadvely. however, such an a„=a may hay. a preprinted message („o, shown). 
In ye. another altentative, the decor«ive pop-„p insert 10 may have a conneedng portion (no, 
shown) on the sheet of mataial 12 where a card or small sheet of material having a message. 
Whether hand-written or preprinted, could be connected to & decoradve pop-up att«>hmcnt 
10. Such a connecting portion may be formed by bonding m«t«ial. by a slot (not shown) in 
the decorative pop-up attachment, or by any means and/or med,od tnown in the an. One such 
similar decorative p„p.„p attachment wiu, an area for pemntting a written „r p,e.prin,ed 
message, or the attachment of a message, is disclosed in US. Paten, No. 5,544,469, entiUed 
•Wrappmg Material Having An Extension For Design bdida For Wrapping Flower Pots And 
Floral Arrangements And Methods", issued to Weder et al., on August 13, 1996, which has 
been previously incorpoiMed by reference herein. 

Embodim ent of Fip ;iirp ^ 
Shown in Figure 3 is a modifled decorative pop-up attachment 10a fomed from a sheet 
of matenal 12a which is idennca, to the decoranve pop-up attachmen, ,0 and shee, of material 
12 shown m Figures 1-2 and described to detail previously, excep, that the shee, of material 
12a is fonned into a group of sheeu of ma,erial 12a which are sucked and aligned. g«,erally, 
but not by way of UmiUtion. one on top of fte „ti,er to fom, a pad 36 of sheets of material 
12a. 

The pad 36 comprises a top sheet 37 having a next sheet 38 disposed directly 
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thereunder, with additional sheets of material 12a disposed under the next sheet 38, all sheets 
collectively forming the pad 36 of sheets of material 12a (one edge of the top sheet 37 lifted 
for illustration purposes only). The sheets of material 12a are generally aligned, and may. 
optionally, but not by way of limitation, be connected together via a bonding material (not 
shown), such as, but not by way of limitation, a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10a may also be provided 
via a roll of sheets of material 12a (not shown). Such a roU may provide one, or a pluraUty. 
of decorative pop-up attachments 10a (not shown). Such a plurality of decorative pop-up 
attachments 10a would likely be separated by perforations, permitting each one to be easily 
separated from the roll (not shown). Alternatively, aplurality of decorative pop-up attachments 

10a contained within a roll of decorative pop-up attachments 10a would be easily separated 

from a roll via a dispenser having a cutting edge (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of F igures 4-5 
Shown in Figure 5 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10b constructed from a sheet of 

material 12b, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 

material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is disposed on and connected 

to a pot 40. 

The flower pot 40. illustrated in Figure 4, comprises an upper end 42, a lower end 44 
and an outer peripheral surface 46. The upper end 42 has an opening 48 that is formed in the 
flower pot 40, with a portion of the flower pot opening 48 intersecting the upper end 42 of the 

St 

flower pot 40 forming an inner peripheral surface 50 and a retaining space 52. A rim 54. 
namely a thickened "collar." surrounds the opening 48. and extends circularly awund the upper 
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end 42 of the flower pot 40. The flower pot opening 48 is sized and shaped for receiving a 
floral grouping, the floral grouping being retained in the retaining space 52 of the flower pot 
40 (not shown). 

The term "flower pot" means any type of container used to hold a floral grouping. 
Examples of flower pots 40 used in accordance with the present invention include clay flower 
pots, plast. flower pots, fiber flower pots, metal pots, paper mache pots, glass flower pots, 
baskets, and any combination thereof. 

In a method of use. as shown in Figure 5. the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is 
disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40. The decorative pop-up 
attachment 10b is positioned upon the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40. and connected 
to the outer penpher.1 surface 46 of the pot 40 via a bonding material 33b. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOb is connected to the pot 40 as described previously, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOb extends a distance from the pot 40. 

It will be understood that, altenatively. the decorative pop-up attachment 10b could be 
disposed adjacent the inner penpheral surface 50 of the pot 40, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). It will be appreciated that when the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOb ,s disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 50 of the pot .40, the 
decorative pop-up attachment may be held in place via bonding material which connects to the 
pot (not shown), or, alternatively, by a fiictional engagemeht between the inner peripheral 
surface 50 of the pot 40 and any growing medium and/or floral grouping and/or other material 
contained in the pot 40 (not *own), or. in another alternative, by any oLr means or method 
known in the art. 
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The EmbodiTTients and M ethods of Fipures 6-9 
Shown in Figures 8-9 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10c constructed from a sheet 
of material 12c, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12. except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed on and connected to 
a wrapping containing a floral grouping 55. 

"Floral grouping", as shown best herein in Figure 7 and as used herein and means fresh 
cut flowers, artificial flowers, other fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and 
may include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which add to the aesthetics of the 
overall floral grouping 55. The floral grouping 55 comprises a flower portion 56 which may 
comprise either a bloom or fohage portion and a stem portion 57. However, it will be 
appreciated that the floral grouping 55 may consist of only a single bloom or only foliage (not 
shown). "Floral grouping" as used also includes any living plant which is contained within a 
flower pot as described herein. Such a floral grouping 55 

may include, as well as a flower portion 56 and a stem portion 57, a root portion contained in 
a growing medium or other material (not shown). . 

As mentioned previously, the floral grouping 55 may be wrapped or held in a wrapping. 
The wrappmg may be formed from a floral wrapping sheet of material 58 wrapped about the 
floral grouping 55, as shown in Figures 6-8. Such a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as 
shown in Figures 6-7, has an upper surface 59, a lower surface 60 and an outer periphery 61. 
It wiU be understood that the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 has the same or similar 
Characteristics as those previously described herein for the sheet of material 12 which forms 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. 
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In a method of forming a wrapping utilizing a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, a 
floral grouping 55 is disposed on the floral wrapping sheet of material 58. as shown in Figure 
7. At least one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 is overlapped over at least 
one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as shown in Figure 8. thereby 
fomung a wrapping 62. It will be appreciated that the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 
may. optionally, have a bonding material disposed thereon (not shown), to secure the floral 
wrapping sheet of material 58 in the wrapped position. One method of forming a wrapping 
about a floral grouping is described in U.S. Patent No. 5.181.364, entitled "Wrapping A Floral 
Grouping With Sheets Having Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto", issued to Weder on 
January 26, 1993. which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The wrapping 62 has an upper end 64. a lower end 66 and an outer peripheral surface 
68. An opening 70 intersects the upper end 64 fonning an imier peripheral surface 72 and a 
retaining space 74. The floral grouping 55 is retained in the retaining space 74 of the wrapping 
62. The opening 70 also intersects the lower end 66. forming a lower opening 76. from which 
the stem portion 57 of the floral grouping 55 extends. Alternatively, it will be appreciated that 
the lower end 66 of the wrapping 62 is closed (not shown). Further, it will be understood that 
the upper end of the wrapping 62 may also be closed (not shown). 

In a method of use, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed adjacent the outer 
peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62. The decorative pop-up attachment 10c is positioned 
upon the outer peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62. and is then comiected to the outer 
peripheral surface 68 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c. When comrected to L 
wrapping 62, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c extends a distance from the wrapping 62. 
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It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c could be disposed 
adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is 
connected to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c. 
or, alternatively, via a Actional engagement between the floral grouping 55. the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOc and the imier peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62. or. in another 
alternative, between overlapping folds of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 which forms 
the wrapping 62: It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c in these 
embodiments (not shown) extends a distance from the wrapping 62 (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62 may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
^ stem portion 57 or any other portion of the floral grouping 55 (not shown). Such crimping or 
gathering permits the wrapping 62 to closely engage the stem portion 57 or other portion of 

.. the floral grouping 55 (not shown). 

The Embodiment.^ and M ethods of Figures 10-13 
Shown in Figures U-13 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOd constructed from a sheet 
of maienal I2d, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed on and comiected 
to a sleeve which forms a wrapping 62d containing a floral grouping 55d. 

Such a sleeve may be formed from a continuous web, may be formed from one sheet 
of material, may be formed from two sheets of material, or may be formed from a plurality of 
sheets of material. The sleeve remains in a flattened state when not in use. To use the sleeve 
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described herein, the sleeve must be opened and held open to pennit the sleeve to fotm a 
retaining space for a floral grouping. It will be understood that the sheets of material forming 
sleeves have the same or similar ch^teristics as those described herein for sheets of material. 

In the present instance, but not by way of limitation, the sleeve utilized as a wrapping 
62d herein is preformed from a continuous web, and has an upper end 64d, a lower end 66d 
and an outer peripheral surface 68d. When the sleeve is unflattened, as shown in Figure 10. 
an opening 70d intersects the upper end 64d forming an inner peripheral surface 72d and a 
retaining space 74d. Such sleeves are disclosed in both U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851, entitled 
"Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve And Methods", issued to Wcder. November 12, 
1996, and U.S. Patent No. 5,625,979, entitled "Sleeve Having A Detachable Portion Forming 
A Skirt And Methods", issued to Weder, May 6, 1997, which are hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. 

It will be appreciated, as shown in Figures 11-13, that a floral grouping 55d is disposed 
in the retaining space 74d. The openmg 70d usually also intersects the lower «,d 66d. forming 
a lower opening 76d in the wrapping 62d as well. Often when there is a lower opening 76d, 
such as illustrated herem (Figures H-,3), the stem port,on 57d of the floral grouping 55d 
extends therethrough. Alternatively, the lower end 66d may be closed (not shown). In a 
ftoher alternative, the upper end 64d of the wrapping 62d may also be closed (not shown). 

In a method of use, as shown in Figures 10-1 1, the floral grouping 55d is disposed into 
the wrapping 62d, with the stem end 57d disposed into the opening 70d in the upper end 64d 
of the wrapping 62d. The floral grouping 55d is retained in the retaining space 74d, and the 
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flower portion 56d of the floral grouping 55d is disposed adjacent and/or near the upper end 
64d of the wrapping 62d, while the stem portion 57d of the floral grouping 55d extends 
through the lower opening 76d. 

As illustrated in Figures 11-13, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed 
adjacent the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d. The decorative pop-up 
attachment lOd is positioned upon the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, and 
is then connected to the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d (Figures 12-13) via 
a bonding material, or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd and the floral groupmg 
55d (not shown), or in another alternative, by any means and/or method known in the art. 
When connected to the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd extends a distance 

from the wrapping 62d. 

It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd could be disposed 
adjacent to the outer peripheral surface 68d of the wrapping 62d, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto via the bonding material 33d, or by any other means or method shown and/or 
described herein, or known in the art (not shown). In this instance as well, the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOd extends a distance from the wrapping 62d (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62d may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57d or any other portion of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). Such crimping 
or gathering permits the wrapping 62d to closely engage the stem portion 57d or other portion 
of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of F ipures 14-20 
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Shown in Figure 17-20 is a decorative pop-up attachmenl lOe constructed from a sheet 
of material 12e. which is exactly Hke the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is disposed on and comiected to 
a sheet of material forming a pot wrapping, which is wrapped about a pot 40e. 

The pot wrapping is formed from a second sheet of material 78, Figure 14, which is 
sized to wrap a pot 40e. It will be appreciated that the second sheet of material 78 has all of 
the characteristics described earlier for the sheet of material 12. 

The second sheet of material 78 has an upper surface 80. a lower surface 82 and an 
outer periphery 84. The second sheet of material 78 may or may not having a bonding 
material thereon (not shown). 

In a method of use, a pot 40e is disposed on one surface, m this example, but not by 
way of limitation, the upper surface 80 of the second sheet of material 78. TTie second sheet 
of material 78 is wrapped by an operator about the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e, 
fonning the pot wrapping 86. One such pot wrapping is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5.111,638, 
entitled "Method For Wrapping An Object With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive 
Adhesive Thereon", issued to Weder, May 12, 1992, which is hereby incoiporated by reference. 

The pot wrapping 86, when formed, has an upper end 88, a lower end 90 and an outer 
peripheral surface 92. An opening 94 intersects the upper end 88 of the pot v^Tappmg 86 
forming an imier peripheral surface 96 and a retaining space 98, which holds the pot 40e and 
which is adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. OptionaUy. the pot wrapping 
86 may also have a skirt 100 which extends from the upper end 88 of the pot wrapping 86. as 
shown in Figures 17-20. 
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The decorative pop-up attachment lOe is shown, in Figures 17-18, to be disposed 
adjacent the outer peripheral surface 92 of the pot.wrapping 86 via a bonding material, or via 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe, when disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the 
pot wrapping 86, is positioned on the pot wrapping 86 then connected to the pot wrapping 86 
via a bonding material 33e, or via any other means or method known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

Alternatively, as shown in Figures 19-20, the decorative pop-up attachment lOe may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripherar surface 96 of the pot wrapping 86. In this instance, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is usually disposed adjacent both the inner peripheral 
surface 96 of the pot wrapping and the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe may be connected to the pot wrapping 86 via frictional 
engagement, a bonding material 33e, or any other means or method known in the art. When 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 
The Embodiments and Methods of F igures 21-25 
Shown in Figures 22-25 is a decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of constructed from a sheet 
of material 12f, which is exactly Uke the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is disposed on and connected to 
a preformed flower pot covo: 102. 

A preformed flower pot cover 102 is illustrated in Figure 21. One such similar 
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prefomed flower pot cover is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 4.773.182, entitled "Article Fonning 
System", issued to Weder et al. on September 27, 1988. and is hereby incorporated herein by 
referenced. The prefonned flower pot cover 102 has an upper end 104. a lower end 106 and 
an outer peripheral surface 108. An opening 110 intersects the upper end 104 of the preformed 
flower pot cover 102 forming an inner peripheral surface 1 12 and a retaining space 1 14. TTie 
area between the upper end 104 and the lower end 106 of the preformed flower pot cover 102 
is the base 116. Optionally, the preformed flower pot cover 102 may have a skirt 118 which 
extends from the upper end 104 of the base 116. 

In a method of use, an operator disposes a pot 40f into the retaining space 1 14 of the 
preformed flower pot cover 102. as shown in Figure 22. In this manner, the outer peripheral 
surface 46f of the pot 40f is adjacent the imier peripheral surface 112 of the preformed flower 
pot cover 102. It will be appreciated that the pot 40f. or any pot shown and described herein, 
may contain a floral grouping 55f 

In a method of using the decorative pop-up attachment lOf, shown in Figures 22-23. 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOf ,s disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface 108 of 
the prefomied flower pot cover 102. The decorative pop-up attachment lOf, when disposed 
adjacent the outer peripheral surface 108 of the preformed flower pot cover 102. is positioned 
upon the prefonned flower pot cover 102 and connected to the preformed flower pot cover 102 
via a bonding material 33f. or via any other means or method shown and/or described herein, 
or known in the art. When the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is positioned on and 
comiected to the preformed flower pot cover 102, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends 
a distance from the prefonned flower pot cover 102. 
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Alternatively, as illustrated in Figures 24-25, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 112 of the preformed flower pot cover pot 
wrapping 86. In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is usually disposed adjacent 
both the inner peripheral surface 92 of the preformed flower pot cover 102 and the outer 

5 peripheral surface 46f of the pot 40f. The decorative pop-up attachment lOf may be connected 
to the prefoiraed flower pot cover 102 via frictional engagement, a bonding material 33f, or 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOf is positioned on and connected to the preformed flower pot 
cover 1 02, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends a distance from the preformed flower 

10 pot cover 102. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Fiexires 26-27 
Shown in Figures 26-27 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOg constructed from a sheet 
of material 12g, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOg is disposed in the center of a 

15 floral grouping 55g. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 1 Og is connected to any portion of the floral grouping 
55g, thai is, the flower portion 56g and/or the stem portion 57g, via a bonding material (not 
shown), or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement, or via any means or method known in 
the art. It will be appreciated that the floral grouping 55g may be disposed in a pot (not 
shown), or in a wrapping formed from either a floral wrapping sheet of material or a sleeve 
(not shown), or in a pot wrapped in a pot wrapping (not shown), or in a pot disposed in a 
preformed flower pot cover (not shown). 
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In a method of use, the decorative pop-up insert lOg is inserted into the center of the 
floral, grouping 55g. as shown in Figures 26-27. The decorative pop-up insert lOg is disposed 
in the floral grouping 55g such that the decorative end 30g and the design indicia 32g thereon 
extends a distance away fiom the floral grouping 55g. and, particularly, a distance from the 
flower portion 56g of the floral grouping 55g. 

The Embodimaits anrf M ethods nfFipures 28-31 
Shown in Figures 28-31 and designated therein by the general reference numeral 120 
is a floral sleeve wrapper for a floral grouping 55h constructed from at least one sheet of 
material. TT.e floral sleeve wrapper 120 comprises a sleeve 122 which may be for^ied from 
a single web and/or a single sheet of material, which may be formed from two sheets of 
material which are aligned and comiected together, or which may be formed from multiple 
sheets of material which are comiected together to form the sleeve 122. It will be appreciated 
that the sheet of material, web, or multiple sheets of material utilized to form the sleeve 122 
may have any or all or the characteristics previously described herein for sheets of material. 
The sleeve 122 is often tubular or frusto-comcal m shape, although it will be appreciated that 
any shape may be utiUzed, so long as the sleeve 122 operates in the manner shown and/or 
described herein. The floral sleeve wrapper 120 compnses both a floral grouping 55h and the 



sleeve 122. 



Referring to Figures 28-29. the sleeve 122 has an upper end 124, a lower end 126 and 
an outer surface 128. An opening 130 intersects both the upper end 124 and the lower end 126 
forming an im.er surface 132 and a floral retaining space 134. In some embodiments (not 
shown), the lower end 126 is closed, or is fonned as a closed lower end (not shown). In some 
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embodiments, the upper end 124 is closed, often after a ftoral grouping is disposed therein (not 
shown). 

In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment lOh is formed integrally with the 
sleeve 122. The decorative pop-up attachment lOh has a decorative end 30h which extends 
a distance from the sleeve 122, and which has design indicia 32h thereon. It will be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment may be formed from the same sheet(s) of 
material, or web, as the sleeve 122. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh may be foimed separately, then may be permanently connected or incorporated 
in the sleeve 122, either before, during, or after the formation of the sleeve 122, as well. It 
will be understood that when a floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122, the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOh extends a distance from the sleeve 122. 

Sleeves, and their construction, are well known in the art and sleeves are commerciaUy 
available, as are various devices and mechanisms capable of forming sleeves. One example 
of such sleeves is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,497.881. entitled, "Floral Grouping Wrapper And 
15 Methods", issued to D. Weder March 12, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein; 
another example of sleeve formation, as well as the use of crimping, bonding material and pull 
tabs with such sleeves, is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled, "Method For Crimping 
A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. July 4, 1995, which is also 
h^eby incorporated by reference ha-ein. 

In a frequent manner of construction, a first sheet of material and a second sheet of 
material will be sealed together to form the sleeve 122, with a substantial portion of the first 
sheet of material laying adjacent the second sheet of material, and the sleeve 122 being 
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naturally retained in a flattened ar>d unopened state (Figure 28) until opened by an operator and 

held in an opened position (Figure 29). When the sleeve 122 is held in the opened position. 

the floral retaining space 134 is fom,ed. and a floral grouping 55h may be both received within 

and retained in the floral retaining space 134. 

The floraJ sl«v« wrapper 120 compnses fte sleeve 122^ having .he deeonUve pop-up 

amcta^ent lOh integ^lly fo^ed fterewiO^ and the flonl gioupmg S5h (Figure 30). Tie 
deeve 122, »he„ opened and held in an opened position, is adapted to receive U» floral 
grouping 55h within the floral retaining ^ace 134. ne floral grouping 5a (Figure 30) is 
disposed in the opening 130 of the sleeve 122 when the sleeve is held in an opened position, 
and eontained substantially in the floral retaining space 134 of the sleeve 122. as mil be 
described in detail below, 

A bonding material (not shown) may be disposed on at least a portion of the inner 
surface 132 of the sleeve 122. or, alternatively, the bonding material may be disposed on the 
outer surface 128 of the sleeve 132 (not shown). A bonding material may be disposed on both 
the inner surface 122 and the outer surface 128 of the sleeve 122 (not shown).. Further, it will- 
be appreciated that the sleeve 122 may be free of a bonding material. 

In a general method of use, illustrated .n Figures 29-30. at least a port.on of the floral 
grouping 55h is disposed within the sleeve 122 (Figure 30). In some applications, the stem 
portion 57h of the floral grouping 55h extends into the sleeve 122 via the opening 130 in the 
upper end 124, the stem portion 57h often extending through the open, lower end 126 of the 
sleeve 122. The flower portion 56h of fte floral grouping 55h is therefore disposed near the 
upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h is often 
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visible via the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 (Figures 30-31). In some instances, the flower 
portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h may extend above the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122. 
in other instances, the flower portion 56h may extend below the upper end 124 of the sleeve 
122 (not shown). 

In one method of use (Figures 28-30), an operator provides a flattened sleeve 122 
(Figure 28) and a floral grouping 55h. The operator then opens the sleeve 122 (Figure 29) at 
the upper end 124 and holds the sleeve 122 in an opened position, thereby expanding outward 
and widening the floral retaining space 134 such that the floral retaining space 134, when the 
sleeve 122 is in an opened position, is sized to both receive and retain a floral grouping 55h 
therein. The operator disposes the floral grouping 55h into Ihe opened sleeve 122 via the 
opening 130 in the upper end 124 and assuring that the floral retaining space 134 is widened 
and expanded outward, proceeds to insert the stem portion 57h into and, often, through the 
lower end 126 of the opened sleeve 122, the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 fi^ucntly having 
the narrowest diameter (Figures 29-30). By inserting the floral grouping 55h into the sleeve 
122 in this manner, the flower portion 56h is also disposed in the floral retaining space 134 
of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h is disposed close to and/or adjacent the upper end 
124 of the sleeve 122, the upper end 124 frequently havhig the widest diameter (Figures 29- 
30). In this manner, the floral sleeve wrapper 120, having a floral grouping 55h contained in 

the sleeve 122, is created. 

The sleeve 122 may be crimped about the floral grouping 55h, as shown in Figure 31. 
The crimping is conducted by an operator after the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the 
sleeve 122 by gathering and crimping at least a portion of the sleeve 122 about the floral 
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grouping 55h, often in the area of the stem portion 57h of the floral grouping 122. Such 
crimping may be conducted by hand, by grasping and substantially encompassing with one or 
more hands the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 in the area of the stem portion 57h and evenly 
and fxnnly squeezing that portion of the sleeve 122 about the area of the stem portion 57h, 
thereby pressing and gathering the sleeve 122 against itself and about the stem portion 57h of 
the floral grouping 55h. It will be appreciated that if the sleeve 122 is crimped in an area 
having bonding material (not shown), the bonding material will assist in holding the crimped 
area in a crimped position. 

The sleeve 122 may also be crimped by using both a crimping motion (as described 
above) and a turning motion to create a twisted crimping, resulting in a sleeve 122 which is 
both crimped as previously described, and which is twisted about at least a portion of the stem 
portion 57h of the floral grouping 55h. the sleeve 122 near the stem portion 57h being rotated 
for example, but not by way of limitation, about the stem portion 57h between about one- 
ei^th of a turn to about a fidl turn (not shown). Crimping floral wrappers and floral sleeve 
wrappers about floral groupings is shown and described in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939. entitled 
"Method For Crimping A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued July 4, 1995 to Weder 
et al., which has been incorporated by reference herein previously, it will be further 
understood that any portion of any embodiment shown and/or described herein may be subject 
to crimping. 

Alternatively, the sleeve 122 may remain uncrimped. The bonding material, when 
disposed upon the sleeve 122, may cause the sleeve 122 to bondingly comiect to portions of 
itself; causing the sleeve 122 to conform, either generally, or closely (depending, as will be 
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appreciated, upon the amount of bonding material and the amount of the sleeve 122 which 
overlaps and connects to itself) to the floral grouping 55h. 

When the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122 by any method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art, the sleeve 122 substantially surrounds and 
encompasses a substantial portion of the floral grouping 55h, and the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh extends a distance from the floral sleeve wrapper 120. 

The Embodiments and Met hods of Figures 32-39 
As illustrated in Figures 32-39. a pot sleeve 136 may also be provided, to dispose over 
a flower pot 40i alone, or most frequently, over a flower pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i 
disposed therein, or, in another alternative, about a growing medium having a floral grouping 
disposed therein (not shown). The pot sleeve 136 is formed by any means or method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art. It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is 
substantially flat until opened to receive a flower pot 40i. It will be appreciated that the pot 
sleeve 136 has substantially the same attributes and characteristics as that described above for 
the floral sleeve wrapper. 

It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is substantially flat (not shown) until 
opened by an operator. It will also be appreciated that the sheet of material, web, or multiple 
sheets of material utilized to form the pot sleeve 136 may have any or all or the characteristics 
previously described herein for sheets of material. The pot sleeve 136 is often tubular or 
frusto-conical in shape, although it will be appreciated that any shape may be utilized, so long 
as the pot sleeve 136 operates in the manner shown and/or described herein. 

Pot sleeves 136. have been used to cover pots and containers. Some pot sleeves are 
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disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851. entitled, "Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 
And Methods", issued to D. Weder November 12, 1996. which is hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. Pot sleeves having an excess of material, the excess of material sometimes 
forming pleats, folds, and the like, is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5.625.979, entitled, "Sleeve 
Having A Detachable Portion Forming A Skirt And Methods", issued to D. Weder May 6. 
1997. which is also hereby incorporated by reference herein. It will be appreciated diat the pot 
sleeve 136. or any embodiment shown and/or described herein, may have an excess of material. 
Alternatively, the pot sleeve 136. or any embodiment shown and/or described herein, may have 
one or more gussets. Such gussets may fonn an excess of material such as a single fold, or 
may compnse pleats, folds, or any other form of excess material known in the art. The gussets 
may be formed in any portion of any embodiment shown herein, including, but not limited to. 
the sides waUs (outer surfece and/or imier surface), the upper end. the lower end, the bottom, 
or any combination thereof Gussets are disclosed formed in sleeves in U.S. Patent No. 
5,628,146, issued fo Weder et al. May 13. 1997, which is hereby incorporated by reference 



herein. 



In this embodiment, shown in Figures 32-35, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is 
fonned integrally with the pot sleeve 136. The decorative pop-up attachment lOt has a 
decorative end 30i which extends a distance from the decorative cover formed from the pot 
sleeve 136. The decorative pot-up attachment lOi has design indicia 32i thereon. It will be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed from the same sheet(s) 
of material, or web, as the pot sleeve 136. It will also be understood that the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOi may be formed separately, then may be permanenUy connected or 
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incorporated in the pot sleeve 136. either before, during, or after the formation of the pot sleeve 
136, as well. It will be appreciated that when a floral grouping 55i is disposed in the pot 
sleeve 136, and the pot sleeve 136 is formed into a decorative cover, the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi extends a distance from the decorative cover, as will be described in detail 
below. 

Turning to Figures 32-35, the pot sleeve 136 has an upper sleeve portion 138 and a 
lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 forming a decorative cover 142 (Figure 35) when the 
upper sleeve portion 138 is removed therefrom. Vertical detaching elements 144 such as, but 
not by way of limitation, perforations, are disposed in the upper sleeve portion 138, and non- 
linear circumferential detaching elements 146 such as, but not by way of limitation, 
perforations, are utilized to separate the upper sleeve portion 138 from the lower portion 140. 
The lower portion 140 may have a non-linear decorative edge 148 when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is removed therefrom. Alternatively, however, the lower portion 140 may have 
a linear edge (not shovra). In another alternative, the lower portion may, rather than having 
a non-linear decorative edge 148, or a linear edge (not shown), have a skirt 150 formed 
integrally therewith when the upper sleeve portion 138 is removed from the lower portion 140 
(Figures 36-39). 

It will be appreciated that when the pot sleeve 136 is disposed on the flower pot 40i, 
the pot sleeve 136 extends substantially over the outer peripheral surface 46i of the flower pot 
40i. Alternatively, however, the pot sleeve 136 may extend over a flower pot 40i already 
covered by a preformed flower pot cover or pot wrapper, the pot sleeve 136, or, as described 
herein, a portion thereof, often being torn away from the preformed flower pot cover or pot 
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wrapper after shipment artd/or deliveo' (not shown). In this embodiment, it will be understood 
that the portion remaining will have a decorative pop-up attachment lOi (not shown). 

Th^pot sleeve 136 may have a bonding material disposed thereon such that a portion 
of the pot sleeve 136 will com^ect to the flower pot 40i. or any decorative cover covering the 
pot 401 (not shown). Alternatively, a bonding material may be disposed upon the outer 
peripheral surface 46i of the flower pot 40i (not shown). In a further alternative, a bonding 
material may be disposed on both the pot 40i and the pot sleeve 136 (not shown). 

The pot sleeve 136 has an upper end 152. a lower end 154 and an outer surface 158. 
An opening 160 intersects the upper end 152 and, often, the lower end 154 as well, foxnaing 
an inner surface 162 and a pot retaining space 164. In some embodiments (not sho,yn). the 
lower end 154 is closed, or is fom,ed as a closed lower end. In other embodiments, the upper 
end 152 is closed, often after a pot, or a pot having a floral grouping therein, is disposed 
therein (not shown). 

nie upper sleeve portion 138 has an upper end 166 and a lower end 168, the lower end 
168 being deflned by the non-Hnear circumferential detaching elements 146. The lower portion 
140 also has an upper end 170 which begins at the non-linear circumferential detaching 
elements 146 and a lower end 172. A base 174 is defined between the upper end 170 and the 
lower end 172 of the lower portion 140. The upper sleeve portion 138 is removed via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146. as 
illustrated in Figures 33-35. When the upper sleeve portion 138 is completely removed from 
the lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 is left with a non-lmear decorative edge 148. and 
the lower portion 140 forms the decorative cover 142 about the pot 40i. as shown in Figure 
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35, and, as shown in this embodiment, the decorative cover 142 is left with the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOi formed integrally therewith, and extending a distance therefrom. 

In an alternative embodiment, illustrated in Figures 36-39, the non-linear circumferential 
detaching elements 146 are formed in the pot sleeve 136 such that, when the upper sleeve 
5 portion 138 is removed, the lower portion 140 is left with a skirt 150 connected thereto, the 
skirt 150 extending a distance from the upper end 170 of the lower portion 140, such 
detachment again permitting the lower portion 140 to form the decorative cover 142 having 
a skirt 150 (Figure 39). In this embodiment having a skirt 150, it will b6 appreciated that the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the skirt 150, or be 
10 conhectable to the skirt 150 (not shown). 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the lower portion 
140 of the pot sleeve 136 (not shown). In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachiheat 
lOi is disconnected from the upper sleeve portion 138, or, alternatively, is readily 
disconnectable fix)m the upper sleeve portion 138 (not shown). 
15 Alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with both 

the upper sleeve portion 138 and the lower portion 1.40 (Figures 32-39). In this alternative, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed into the upper sleeve portion 138 of the 
pot sleeve 136, may be contiguous with the lower portion 140, and may be detached via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and/or the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146 
20 (Figures 37-39), or by any other means and/or method shown and/or described horein, or 
known in the art. 

In a further alternative (not shown), the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is fonned 
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integrally with the upper sleeve portion 138 and is detachable from the upper sleeve portion 
138 via any means and/or method disclosed and/or sho^yn herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi. in this embodiment, will have the abiUty to connect to the 
lower portion 140, or. alternatively, may be connected to lower portion 140. or, in a further 
alternative, have the abiHty to comiect to, or be comiected to, the pot 40i (not shown). In all 
of the above-referenced alternatives, however, it wiU be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi will extend a distance from the lower portion 140/decorative cover 142. 

It will be appreciated that the method of disposing a flower pot 40i into the pot sleeve 
136 is generally substantially similar to the method described above for disposing a floral 
grouping into a floral sleeve wrapper. It will be understood that the flattened pot sleeve 136 
(not shown) will be opened by an operator and held in an opened position, thereby opening the 
pot retaining space 164 a sufficient amount to receive a pot 40i. the pot 40i usually disposed 
with the lower end 44i. with the pot 40i first being disposed in the opening 130 of the pot 
sleeve 136, the outer peripheral surface 46i of the pot 40i disposed adjacent the lower end 140 
of the pot sleeve 136, in the pot retaining space 164. The pot 40i often has a floral grouping 
55i disposed therein, and the floral grouping 55i. after insertion of the pot 40i in the pot sleeve 
136, is retained in the pot 40i, the floral grouping 55i disposed adjacent the upper sleeve 
portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136. 

When the pot 40i alone, or a pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i disposed therein is 
inserted into the pot sleeve 136 by any method shown and/or described herein, or known in 
the art, the upper sleeve portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136 substantially surrounds aiid 
encompasses a substantial portion of the floral grouping 55i. When the upper sleeve portion 
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138 is removed, it will be understood that the lower portion 140 substantially surrounds the pot 
40i, forming, in this embodiment, the both the decorative pop-up attachment lOi and the 
decorative cover 142 having a skirt 150. 

The Embodiments and Method s nf Fipures 40-49 
As illustrated in Figures 40-49, the pot sleeve 136j, which is substantially similar to the 
pot sleeve 136 shown and described herein previously, may be provided with a separate 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj, which is, or may be, connected to the pot sleeve 136j, but 
which is formed separately, and not integrally formed with the pot sleeve I36j. It will be 
understood that the pot sleeve 136j has substantially similar attributes and characteristics as 
those described previously herein for the pot sleeve 136 and the floral sleeve wrapper. 

As illustrated in Figures 40-44, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is disposed 
adjacent the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j. The decorative pop-up attachment lOj 
is positioned upon the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, and is then connected to the 
inner surface 162j (Figures 43-44) via a bonding material 33j, or, alternatively, via a frictional 
engagement (not shown) between the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOj and the flower pot 40j, or in another alternative, by any means and/or 
method known in the art. When connected to the pot sleeve 136j in this manner, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figures 41-44). 

It will be understood, as shown in Figures 45-49, that the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOj could be dispos^ adjacent to the outer surface 158j of the pot sleeve 136j (Figure 46), and 
positioned thereon and connected thereto via the bonding material 33j, or by any other means 
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or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. In this instance as well, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figure 49). Specifically, in both alternatives 
stated above, the decorative end 30j extends a distance from the decorative cover formed from 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 43-44 and 49). 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOj may be comiected to the lower portion 140j of 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 43-44 and 49). In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up 
attachmem lOj is not attached to the upper sleeve portion 138j. or. alternatively, if comiected 
to the upper sleeve portion 138j, is readily discomiectable from the upper sleeve portion 138j 
(not shown). It will be appreciated that when the upper sleeve portion 138j is discomiected 
from the lower portion 140j, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj will be connected to the 
lower portion 140j which forms ^e decorative cover 142j. and the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOj will extend a distance from the decorative cover 142j. It will also be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment lOj may be comiected to any portion or area 
of the decorative cover 142j, including the skirt I50j (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the method of disposing a flower pot 40j into the pot sleeve 
136j is generally substantially similar to the method described previously herein. Any of the 
methods shown and/or described herein, or known in the art, may be utilized to place the 
flower pot 4()j in the pot sleeve 136j, so long as the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is left 
adjacent the decorative cover 142j. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOj may be disposed upon, positioned upon and comiected to the pot wrapping 86j 
via any means or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. It will be 
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understood thai when the upper sleeve portion 138j is removed, the decorative ,pop-up 
attachment will connect to, or remain connected to, the decorative cover 142j. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 50-53 
As illustrated in Figures 50-53, a decorative pop-up attachment 10k, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180. The floral holding 
material 180 (Figures 52-53) has an upper end 182, a lower aid 184, and an outer peripheral 
surface 186. The floral holding material 180 has a soft inner surface, which permits the 
insertion of the stem portion 57k of a floral grouping 55k and/or a root portion (not shown) 
of a floral grouping 55k, as well as the insertion of a decorative pop-up attachment 10k. The 
floral holding material 180 shown in Figures 52-53 is frusto-conically sh^ed, although it will 
be appreciated that the floral holding material 180 may be any shape desired in any particular 
embodiment and/or application. The floral holding material 180 is constructed of a material 
capable of receiving at least a portion of a floral grouping 55k and holding or supporting the 
floral grouping 55k with or without a pot 40k. 

Floral holding material, and methods of using floral holding material, are disclosed, 
illustrated and described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 5,410,856, entitled, "Decorative Assembly 
For A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. May 2, 1995, and U.S. Patent No. 5,402,599, 
entiUed, "Floral Container Having A Water-Impermeable External Layer", issued to Weder et 
al. April 4, 1995, both of which are hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

"Floral grouping" as used herein also includes, in addition to its earlier definition herein, 
a botanical item, and/or a propagule, and may include other secondary plants and/or natural or 
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synthetic ornamental materials which add to the aesthetics of the overall floral grouping.- 

The term "botanical item" as used herein means a natural or artificial herbaceous or 

woody plant, taken singly or in combination. The tenn "botanical item" also means any 

portion or portions of natural or artificial herbaceous or woody plants including stems, leaves. 

flowers, blossoms, buds, blooms, cones, or roots, taken singly or in combination, or in 

groupings of such portions such as a bouquet or floral grouping. 

The term "propagule" as used herein means any stmcture capable of being propagated 

or acting as an agent of reproduction including seeds, shoots, stems, runners, tubers, plants, 

leaves, roots or spores. 

The floral holding material 180 may be the type of material commonly refeired to in 
the art as floral foam or Oasis™ or may be soil or artificial soil or other earth composition or 
any combination thereof so long as the material is capable of holding a shape and capable of 
receiving and supporting the floral grouping 55k, with or without a pot 40k. The floral holding 
material 180 may also be capable of receiving and holding water and/or an inigant for 
supplying water and/or nutrients to the floral grouping 55k. 

The term "inigant" means any aqueous solution used to irrigate any pan of the floral 
grouping 55k disposed within the floral holding matenal 180. The imgant may be tap water 
or may further comprise water having fertilizers, salts, nutrients, honnones and/or other 
substances dissolved or suspended therein. 

In a method of use, the floral grouping 55k is disposed in the floral holding material 
180 such that the majority of the root portion (not shown), if any. is disposed in and reuuned 
within the floral holding material 180. and at least a portion of the stem portion 57k of the 
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floral grouping 55k is at least partially extended into and disposed into the soft inner material 
of the floral holding material 180. The flower portion 56k of the floral grouping 55k generally 
extends a distance above the floral holding material 180. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10k is connected to the floral holding material 180 
via the second side 22k, which is the end opposite the decorative end 30k, although it will be 
appreciated that any portion, i.e., any side, of the decorative pop-up attachment lOk may be 
inserted into the floral holding material 180. The second side 22k may be formed in a blunted 
manner, as shown in Figure 50, or may be formed as having at least a portion of a point (not 
shown), to facilitate disposing the decorative pop-up attochment 10k in the floral holding 
material 180. A portion of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k, as described above, is 
pushed into the floral holding material 180 and is held within the floral holding material 180 
by a frictional engagement therebetween (Figure 52). The decorative pop-up attachment 10k 
may also have a bonding material 33k disposed thereon, as shown in Figure 53, so that the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be bondingly connected to the inner peripheral surface 
50k of the pot 40k either before or after the addition of the floral holding material 180 to the 
pot 40k. Alternatively, however, the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be frictionally held 
in place between the inner peripheral surface 50k of the pot 40k and the floral holding material 
180 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of F ipures 54-56 
As illustrated in Figures 54-55. a decorative pop-up attachment 10m, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to comiect to a floral holding material 180m. which is identical 
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to the floral holding material 180 described previously herein. In this instance, however, the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m has a drawing, or a picture, of a bow 190 on the decorative 
end 30m which foims the design indicia 32m on the decorative pop-up attachment 10m. 

The decorauve pop-up attachment 10m is connected to the floral holding material 180m 
as described previously. As noted above, the decorative end 30m comprises design indicia 
32m which comprises a photograph, or. alternatively, a drawing, of a bow 190. Hie decorative 
pop-up attachment 10m is comiected to the floral holding material 180m in any mamier shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art. Alternatively, as described above, the decorative 
pop-up attachment 10m may have a bonding material 33m thereon, and may be comiected to 
the imier peripheral surface 50m of the pot 40m via the bonding material 33m, or via a 
frictional engagement between the inner peripheral surface 50m of the pot 40m and the floral 
holding material 180m. 

In another alternative, an actual bow may be attached to the decorative end 30m of the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m (Figure 56). Further, the decorative pop-up attachment 10m 
may also have a first bow attached to one surface, such as the upper surface 14m of the 
decorative end 30m of the decorative pop-up attachment 10m. and a second bow attached to 
the opposite surface, such as the lower surface 16m of the decorative end 30m of the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10m (not shown). The decorative end 30m may follow the 
outline, generally, of the contours of the first bow (Figure 56) and/or the second bow (not 
shown). Alternatively, however, the decorative end 30m of the decorative pop-up attachment 
10m may form any geometric, non-geometric and/or asymmetric shape, which may not 
necessarily coincide with the outer contours of a bow, or a first bow and/or a second bow (not 
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shown). 

Changes may be made in the construction and the operation of the various components, 
elements and assemblies described herein or in the steps or the sequence of steps of the 
methods described herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
5 defined in the following claims. 
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Claims: 

1 . A decorative pop-up anachment for connecting to an item, comprisina: 

a decorative pop-up attachment, including a sheet of material having m outer 
penphery and having a decorat.ve end havmg des.gn indicia thereon, the sheet of material- 
sized smaller than the outer diameter of an item; 

wherein the decorative pop-up attachment is disposed and positioned on the item 
such that the decorative end of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away 
from the .tern for displaying design mdicia on the decorative end when the decorative pop- 
up attachment is connected to the item, the decorative pop-up attachment extending about 
only a portion of the item. 

2. A decorative pop-up attachment for connecting to an item, compnsin- 

a decorative pop-up attachment, including a sheet of matenal having an outer 
penphery and having a decorative end having 

■design indicia thereon, the sheet of matenal sized smaller than the outer diameter of an item 
the sheet of material formed integrally with the item; . 

wherein the decorative pop-up attachment is positioned on the item such that the 
decorative end of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item 
for displaymg design indicia on the decorative end of the decorative pop-up attachment, the 
decoiative pop-up attachment extending about only a ponion of a diameter of the item. 

3. The decorative pop-up attachment of claims 1 or 2 wherein the decorative pop-up 
attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

4. The decorative pop-up attachment of any one of the preceding claim wherein the item is 
a pot. ,s a pot wrapping, is a sleeve wrapping, is a sheet wrapping, is a pre-fomied flower pot 
cover. ,s a floral grouping, is a pot sleeve wrapper, is a floiai sleeve wrapper, or is a floral 
holding material. 

5. Thedecorativepop-upattachmentofanyoneofthepreceding claims whei^in the sheet 
of matenal is constructed from a material selected from the group consisting of paper, 
cellophane, foil, plastic film, metallized film, fabric, fiber, burlap, and any combination 
thereof. 

6^ Thedecorative pop-up attachment of anyoneofthe preceding claims whet^in the sheet 
of matenal has a thickness in a range of about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 

7. n.e decorative pop-up attachment of any one of the preceding claims wherein at least a 
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ponion of the outer periphery adjacent the decorative end follows an outline of the design 
indicia such that the decorative end is complementary in shape to the design indicia thereon. 

8. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item; 

disposing, the decorative pop-up attachment on the item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of. the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

9. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item, the sheet formed integrally with an 
item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

10. The method of claims 8 or 9 wherein in the step of providing a decorative pop-up 
attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

11. The method of any one of claims 8 - 10 wherein in the step of disposing the decorative 
pop-up attachment on the item, the item is further defined as a pot, as a pot wrapping, as a 
sleeve wrapping, as a sheet wrapping, as a pre-formed flower pot cover, as a floral grouping, 
as a pot sleeve wrapper, as a floral sleeve wrapper, or as a floral holding matenal. 

12. The method of any one of claims 8 - 11. wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material is constructed from a material selected from the 
group consisting of paper, cellophane, foil, plastic film, metallized film, fabric, fiber, burlap, 
. and any combination thereof. 

13. The method of any one of claims 8 - 12 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range of about 1.0 mils to about 
30 mils. 
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14. The method of any one of claims 8-13 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, at least a portion of the outer penphery adjacent the decorative end 
follows an outline of the design indicia such that the decorative end ,s complementao' in 
shape to the design indicia thereon. 
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